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Hi all,

Since the AGM in November, the Committee has been active in a
number of areas for the benefit of members.
The reworking of the Club Constitution is virtually finished and will
be released very shortly.
We have welcomed some new Members and are actively spreading
the word about the fun times to be had in the Whittley Club.
Speaking of fun times, our outings have been well supported,
excellently run, blessed with terrific weather, and great fun - thanks
to the sterling efforts of those members who have run events and
those who have accompanied us.
I hope this Newsletter finds you all well and trust to see you soon out
on the beautiful waterways.

Phil Sparks
President

(1) CRUISE REPORTS

Sydney Harbour Australia Day 2014.

Most boats launched and assembled on Friday night in Blackwattle Bay under the wing of Squadron
Leader Brown. A great evening, in a beautiful part of the city, was had by all those lucky enough to
get an early start.

With the full house assembling on Saturday in Sugarloaf Bay, we proudly boasted the presence of:











James D with Sue and Peter
Herway with Trisha and Herb
Athena with Athena and Roger
Highly Strung with Silva and Phil
Good Times with Shazza and Chris
Happy Daze with Angela and Alex
Chattaway 2 with Rod
Sparksea with Jenny and Phil
Knot so Li’l with Lea and Bob
New members Helen and Ken in their beautiful new, yet to be named, 2180. After Saturday
night we heard the suggestion ‘Intoxication’ being bandied about.

Great night of catching up with all our friends that we had not seen for a while. We all know in this
Club SSB does not stand for ‘single sideband’!

Coffee Boat at Sugarloaf Bay
With an array like that, Chattaway 2 was loaded to the gunwales with empties as he left on Sunday
morning to pick up his family at Tunks Park.
The lazy (and probably tired) ones were convinced (by talk of rough conditions) to settle in for the
day at Sugarloaf Bay. The adventurous members headed off and had a great day involved in some of
the festivities for Australia Day on the Harbour.

Photos are self-explanatory.

All in all, the weekend was a great success and our thanks go to Rod for taking care of us all.

Phil Sparks
Sparksea

Port Hacking Weekend 7-9th February 2014

It was good to get away in The Palace for the first time since the Georges River
weekend in December.
Amazing how getting out in the boat takes you miles away from the hectic pace of
work life!
We met up with Michael a new Member, with his Monterey (Monterey’s rule!) at
Gray’s Point ramp on Friday evening. Welcome aboard to Michael and we hope he
has many memorable times with the Whittley Club.
When all 7 boats had arrived, we motored slowly up to Audley for the evening raft up
and a social catch up with the others.
President Phil brought his “friend” who did a great job of minding our back anchor
from passing boats during the night. Welcome to the DUCK!
A lazy morning ensued on Saturday. Michael went off to collect Diana who was with
us for the remainder of the weekend.
A short cruise followed with us exploring the bays of the Port Hacking – this was Phil
and Jenny’s first adventure to the Port Hacking River and I suspect it won’t be their
last.
The DUCK took pride of place on top of Knot So Lill where he (or she) became the
centre on attraction for the fellow boaties and spectators along the river. Cheers and
waves were seen from those who saw the DUCK and smiles were seen on many a
child’s face!

We found a lovely spot for a swim at the sand spit at Mainbar before heading to
Colin and Alison’s home for drinks and a BBQ on their terrace. We thank them for
their hospitality and look forward to seeing them back on the water really soon.

With the evening catching up with us, we retreated from Burraneer Bay to the ever
popular Southwest Arm of the river for the night. Off course the DUCK was still with
us.
The next morning saw us cruise out to Jibbon beach but the general consensus was
it was a bit lumpy, so we went back to Darook Park – just off the Fisheries buildings
for the remainder of the day.

Not So Li’l
Alas, it was soon time to leave and get back to the reality of life and the trauma of a
busy boat ramp!
Our thanks go to Mark and Jane for organising the weekend. We all had a great
time! Plus, a special welcome to the DUCK. I have the feeling we will be seeing
more of the DUCK in future outings!

Narelle Baglin
The Palace

Port Hacking– Weekend 7-9 February 2014

The fun loving Whittley crew mostly launched from Grays Point on Friday night and all 7
starters made their way to Audley Weir to settle in for the evening on the tranquil waters of
beautiful Port Hacking.
Taking their places in the raft were tour leader Monte, then The Palace, Athena, Knot so Li’l,
Chattaway 2, Sparksea, and a happy new face - Michael in Sharon Marie 3. As per usual,
with a few drinks under the belt, the evening was in full swing!

Some concern was raised that we were a little off-course and perhaps anchored off Cronulla
Sewerage Works as a pungent odour of unknown origin settled like a toxic cloud on the
assembled flotilla. Our only course of action in this life threatening moment was to accept
Bob’s offer for us all to leap into the Hacking and upturn his inflatable, hopefully to survive
in the air pocket. In an amazing act of courage, Roger was despatched like a caged bird in a
coalmine, to confirm when the danger had passed.
Saturday morning saw Michael leave early to pick up his wife Diana and when Rod returned
with a “mystery guest” our crew was complete. Cruisers then headed off for a swim and
lunch at Main Bar while others were fortunate enough to tag along on Gregson Tours to
explore the various bays and beautiful waterfront properties that line the foreshore.

Not So Li’l and Duck

One of those beautiful homes was the setting for a mid-afternoon barbecue as we headed
ashore to Colin and Alison’s home in Buraneer Bay. As we know, Colin has unfortunately
been sidelined with a broken leg for the summer season, so it was great to catch up with
them and we all greatly appreciated their wonderful hospitality.

Colin and Alison’s beautiful view

Duck’s turn aboard Sparksea

With the sun sinking low, we then headed off to anchor for the night in the South West Arm,
nestled in amongst the bigger boats. With full bellies from our earlier lunch, it was a quieter
evening, with all able to relax easier - the fear of the previousnight’s stench now a distant
unpleasant memory.

On Sunday morning we headed to Gibbon Beach which was very busy and a little rough, so
plans were altered to anchor at the Old Fisheries in a sheltered spot. Bob decided to
practice his dingy dismount drills with mixed success!

Duck receiving special attention before the official ‘Coming Out’ Parade

New Whittley Mascot…. Duck

With such wonderful weather on our weekend, it was a fitting time to introduce our new
mascot ‘Duck’. It was universally decided that ‘Duck’ should be an integral part of future
outings, riding proudly aboard specially chosen Whittleys when appropriate.

We headed back to the ramps on Sunday afternoon. Grays Point was very busy but all boats
were successfully retrieved. A great big Whittley thank you to Mark and Jane who led us
around this beautiful area.It was a glorious weekend!

Phil and Jenny
Sparksea

(2)

SPECIAL NEWS EVENTS

CLUB MEMBER LEANNE – THE WHITTLEY CLUB WOULD LIKE TO WISH
YOU A VERY SPECIAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR WEDNESDAY,
19THFEBRUARY. WE HOPE THAT YOU ENJOYED YOUR DAY!!!!!
XXXXXXXX
WHITTLEY CLUB NSW

Big Night Out
Will send out shortly an invitation to dinner at a central venue that I
hope most of you can make. Happy to take suggestions for your
favourite good value fine eatery.

Graeme Barber – Styles Point
It was our great honour to farewell our friend on Saturday, 1st March
at Styles Point.

(3) WHITTLEY SERVICES
We are looking to compile a list of your favourite recommended boat repairers in your area
so that we can share your knowledge and good experiences with others in our Club. We
would like to know if you have had excellent service in the areas of:









Mechanical repairs
Fibreglass repairs
Clears and covers
Trailer repairs and maintenance
Electrical
Audio Visual
Refrigeration
Any other trades that you can think of.

These contacts can then be compiled into a Whittley Services Directory, hopefully covering
all areas of NSW. Please submit to:
Phil Sparks – President, Whittley Club
phil@pronetwork.com.au

(4) FOR SALE SECTION
It is our intention to use the Club network to let people know if other Members are looking
to sell boats/parts etc. Please advise if you either have a boat or bits that you would like
included in this Section in upcoming Newsletters. Once listed, we will continue to run the ad
until you notify us that you no longer wish for that to happen. Please provide best contact
details with your submission and how you would like buyers to contact you.

(a) Boats
There are currently a number of boats (mainly Cruisemaster 700’s) currently advertised for
sale. If you know of anyone after a good boat like these where you can be confident of its
history, please give Phil a call on 0414 267 664 and he will put you in touch with those
members selling.
(b) Bits
Garry Barber has a genuine set of Mercruiser headers for a Mercruiser V8 for sale. If you are
looking for these for your boat at a great price, give Phil a call and he will put you in touch
with Garry.

(5) OTHER STUFF
RAFTING UP HELP
Your energetic Commodore has updated a guide to rafting up procedures that we all need
to read and put into practice when required (please see at end of Newsletter).
It brings to also mention that if any Members don’t have much experience in rafting up at
this point, there are always plenty of vastly experienced boaties only too willing to assist. If
anyone would like some help, please contact either Phil S or Tony P and we will make sure it
happens.

WHITSUNDAYS TRIP 2013
The Whitsundays report is long overdue, but we would like to include it on our website as a
memory of this wonderful trip. If anyone would like to submit any photos, comments or
stories that were part of the group that travelled there, please do so, then this can be
included in next month’s Newsletter. Send to zipzipjs@gmail.com
Thanks everyone.
Phil - President

MARCH – WHITTLEY EVENT ON THE HAWKESBURY 7th/8TH/9TH
MARCH
The next Whittley event is drawing near. As it is on the Hawkesbury which has traditionally
been a favourite place for so many Members, we urge you to come along and join in the fun
as this will be the last event during daylight saving time and the weather is still warm. We
are very confident it will be a lot of fun. Details will be forwarded soon.

Jenny and Leanne

Handy Hints when Rafting
Hello all and a warm welcome to our new members.

I have been asked to outline etiquette and procedures when rafting up at club events and hope the
points listed below takes some of the angst out what can be somewhat stressful at times.

1.

When entering the bay consider conditions such as wind and current speed; you can do
this by going to neutral and noting the direction and speed at which the boat is drifting;
preferably 20 to 30 metres away from the raft or as conditions will allow.

2.

Use this time to get your boat ready by attaching fenders together with bow and stern
ropes. If you believe you will be between boats in the rafts, fenders to both port and
starboard sides are advisable.

3.

Have your two way radio on (Whittley Club normally uses VHF channel 72) and listen for
instructions from the raft co-ordinator; watch the pattern of boats joining the raft
normally one either side from the centre of the raft; depending on conditions every
second or third boat will need to drop an anchor; smaller boats without rear platforms
will need to join the ends of the raft to make boat hopping as easy as possible.

4.

Communicate your intentions and boat condition; if your anchor isn’t working or you
need to leave the raft early or if you have a strong preference to raft next to a particular
boat let the raft coordinator know by radio and align yourself in the queue to help
facilitate this.
It is not always possible raft in your preferred position; so please be prepared to join the
raft as instructed by the co-ordinator.

5.

Enter to the raft slowly, if entering on the windward side align yourself beside the raft
and let the wind push you across, in windy and difficult conditions try enter with your
bow pointed into the wind; it is not unusual to have a few attempts in aligning your boat
– don’t feel the need to get it right first time every time; if in doubt just drive round again.

6.

Once rafted we all like to help incoming boats; but 4 people yelling 4 different lots of
instruction creates confusion; those receiving the bow and stern ropes are best suited to
co-ordinate instruction.

I hope this helps and welcome any further handy hints with rafting procedures; I look forward to
seeing you all on the water soon.

Kindest regards
Tony Patti – Commodore

