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Hi all, 

 

Since our last newsletter there have been a lot of things going on within the 

Club. 

 With “Athena” still requiring trailer repairs to be completed, Tony P 

stepped in for Roger and lead a weekend on the Georges River in May. 

Still hoping we might get a Cruise Report for this one as stories indicate 

it was a great outing. 

 Ray lead the weekend at Wisemans and a great time was had by all who 

went. 

 The Committee is well advanced in planning for the 2016 NSW Rally. 

Maxine has identified some beneficial arrangements with the marinas 

and we are confident this is going to be a memorable event. 

 Through Maxine’s coercion skills, we have been invited to participate on 

the Hunt’s Marine stand at the upcoming Sydney Boat show. We see this 

as a good opportunity to spread the Club’s benefits with possible new 

Whittley owners. Hunts has graciously offered to resurrect the old 

arrangements of paying the Club fees for the first year for new boat 

purchases through their outlet.  If you are going to the Show, keep your 

eye out for your hardworking Committee members with the welcoming 

demeanour who will be attending our stand. 



 We are continuing to grow our list of preferred suppliers (please see 

below, towards the end of this Newsletter). We urge you to forward 

your favourite service businesses to add to this list. Also, we ask you to 

consider using these businesses when you are looking for work to be 

done on your beloved Whittley. Make sure you let them know that they 

are being advertised this fashion to all our Club members. Some have 

already offered, and we will be approaching the others, for assistance in 

fund raising and costs associated with our Rally etc. In this way we hope 

to offset costs and keep our Club fees as low as possible. 

 To make this Newsletter more interesting to all, I urge you to send in 

your stories, special events, photos etc so we can spread the word. 

Boating and other adventures are warmly welcomed. 

 

Now that the weather is cooling, please don’t forget that the Club will be 

continuing activities throughout the forthcoming months and we urge you to 

come along whenever you can. 

 

I hope this Newsletter finds you all well and trust to see you soon out on the 

beautiful waterways. 

 

Phil Sparks 

President 

 

 

 

 



(1) CRUISE REPORTS        

 

 

DOWN THE MURRAY RIVER 

  

Our first day saw us leave Penrith and meet up with Garry & Narelle Baglin at Pheasants Nest. Off 

we go our first stop is Yass to refuel and refresh, then stopping just before Wagga Wagga for some 

lunch, thank heavens we have “BOVANS” because the heavens opened up. Then off to Hay for our 

1st night, we camped in the showground @ $17.00 per night power and hot showers, great value. 

After settling down with a drink we decide to go to the club for dinner and the raffles, leaving 

there with full tummies and 2 raffle prizes good one Ray.    

  

Leaving Hay for the next leg of our journey, I drove 160ks to Balranald, morning tea time and a 

change of drivers. Lunch was just short Mildura where we had to drop of our fruit before crossing 

the border. We arrived at Paringa Caravan Park at 3pm, where we met up with Garry & Lynette 

Newling and Denis & Lyn Riley. 

  

Sunday we dropped the boats in the water and travelled up the river towards the borders. We 

experienced our 1st lock amazing. Just short of Customs House we settled down for the night.  

  There must be a pub around here somewhere? 



 

                                               

Bloody photo bombers ! 

 

Monday we arrived at Customs house just short of the Victorian border, after a look around we 

then started to cross the borders of SA/VIC and then VIC/NSW. After having lunch in NSW it was 

time to travel back down the river for the night in Victoria.  

  

Tuesday saw us leave Victoria and visit The Brewery at Murtho in SA, after refreshments and lunch 

we were off again to find our overnight stay. I was allowed to drive the boat, until I ran into some 

shallow waters “oops who put that sand there” oh well no damage done just polished the prop. 

  

Back at Renmark and through the lock again. After refueling the boat 208ltrs just made home with 

the fuel light on. Back at the caravan park we met up with Greg & Robyn Windeatt and members 

of the other states, many we have met before. 

Registration begins today. After dinner at the local, it was time to catch up and meet the 

organizers at the campfire.  

  

Thursday after shopping for provisions saw us back on the water ready to do the lower part of the 

Murray. We travelled only 2ks for our overnight stay at the Renmark Club for lunch and nightly 

entertainment by the “Chook Man” on his house boat “a sight to be seen”.  

 

   Pride of the fleet 



 

Friday sadly Denis & Lyn received bad news and decided to pull out and return home. While 

waiting to go we start answering some of the questions in the quiz. 

With all the fleet afloat we start our journey and head off to the first of the locks that we will go 

through.17 of our fleet in the lock & a couple of house boats experienced the lock drop 3.5 mtr. 

After navigating some very shallow waters along the way we arrived in Berrie. After topping up 

the fuel it was time to gather for photos on the bank. This is our 1st overnight stay. Dinner was 

Fish, Chips & Calamari all freshly cooked then dessert; we were then entertained 

by a local group with karaoke and audience participation with some bush instruments it was a lot 

of fun. 

  

Saturday the weather is beautiful and off to a FREE breakfast we go, put on by the locals of Berrie. 

Then we leave to go to Loxton, the trip was picture perfect with the cliffs embracing the river. 

Lunch was at Loxton Pioneer Village of Soup, Sandwiches & Apple Crumble. With entry into the 

village we were able to walk around and enjoy the displays. Then it’s of for our overnight stay, 

after setting up for the night it was time to go ashore and have HAPPY HOUR around a blazing fire 

and some tales about our boating experiences. 

 

 

Sunday we woke to another beautiful day, today we head further down the river towards 

Kingston on Murray stopping at Moorook for some fuel and a walk around where we had some 

free time to finish off the quiz. Off now to Kingston on Murray for the night and to prepare for the 

Rally Ball at Banrock Station. At 6pm the bus (not a pumpkin) arrives to takeus to the Ball. On 

arrival at Banrock were we had wine tastings, and a delicious Buffett meal was enjoyed by all, with 

the formalities over with it was time to dance and mingle. The bus came to collect us at 11.30pm. 

What a great night. 

 

We renamed our Cruisemaster “To the Mayflower” 

 



 

The fun was overwhelming for a few sailors 

 

 

Monday a bit breezy, now heading to our final stop with the rally and through another lock, what 

a beautiful cruise down the river with the amazing cliffs and wildlife. We arrived at Wakerie 

around 1pm and the men boarded the bus to return to Renmark to collect the cars/trailers. With 

extreme precision and organization 22 boats were loaded on to the trailers 

In 1.1/2 hours then it was time to say our farewells to those going home, until 2016 Sydney see 

you all then.  We stayed on with Michael & Monica Jones (Impulse) Jay & Leanne Davies (Serenity) 

John & Helen Fawcett (Shalimar) Garry & Narelle Baglin (Palace) & Garry & Lynette Newling 

(Signed on 4..2) to have some extra time on the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday after booking the cars into the caravan park and after morning tea we head of towards 

Morgan. On our way we went through our last lock once again dropping 3.5mtr. made our way to 

our overnight stay at Hogwash Bend, where once again Happy Hour is on the shore. 

  

Wednesday we woke to a lovely sunrise over the cliffs and light fog over the river. Leaving 

Hogwash Bend we noticed 2 kayaks that joined us in the lock starting Renmark, they had been 

keeping with us each day on their way to Murray Bridge. On the way down the beautiful river Jay 



(Serenity) organized a photographer to take photos of us coming into Morgan, after lunch at the 

local pub we had a private tour of the Morgan museum. 

  

Thursday The men go back to Wakerie to get the cars, while they are away we check out the ferry 

(not a good idea) so we found another boat ramp to pull the boats out and head back to Wakerie 

where we stay the night. Dinner at the pub for our final farewells to our Victorian friends. 

  

Friday we start our trip home first night sees us revisit Hay Showground and arrange the bus to 

pick us up to go to the club for dinner again we try our luck with the raffles and this time Palace 

got 2 prizes. 

  

Saturday night we stayed at Gunning free stay.  

  

Sunday we arrived home at lunch time. 

  

Travelled approx., 2500ks road and 450ks on the water. 

  

Thanks to the Victorian Club and company for 16 fabulous days 

                  

                        A MUST DO TRIP   

  

  

  



WISEMANS FERRY TRIP 

 

Thursday saw Ray & I put “To the Max” in the water, after meeting up with 2 

other boats Signed on For..2 and Chris, Nerrida and Riley Lewis who have now 

purchased Locco.  Friday we cruised around to Akuna Bay where we had lunch 

and Ray & I went on to do some business with Akuna Bay for our rally in 2016. 

Then it was back to Waratah Bay to await for The Palace and Michael (sorry 

cannot remember the name of your boat), after rafting up and said our hellos 

it was time to sit back and say goodbye week and hello to the weekend. 

Saturday we took off up the river towards Wisemans Ferry, on the way we 

pointed out to our guests some highlights along the river. After our 2 hour 

cruise it was time to do the raft up.  

After settling in for the afternoon and evening we had a lovely visit from Sue & 

Peter Denton and Pat Risse who decided to go for a drive and call in and see 

us. 

Then it was time to go ashore and set up for the Soup and BBQ , we were then 

joined by Dianna (Michael’s wife) and her family for dinner and a sit around 

the camp fire and enjoy the evening.  Oops the tide has gone out and then it 

was a scurry to get back to the boats  (gee time flies when you are having fun). 

 



Sunday after breakfast we headed back down the river to Berowra Waters 

where we met up with Roger & Athena who joined us for lunch. We were not 

the only ones with this idea and we had to wait for tables, the wait was made 

easier with a couple of drinks and a catch up with friends. 

After our beautiful lunch of seafood in the afternoon sun, it was time to head 

down the river to our night stay. With nibbles and a drink or two that was 

dinner sorted.   

  

Monday we set off from Deep Bay in the Berowra Creek back towards the 

ramp, we said our goodbyes to Garry & Narelle who had to go and celebrate 

Garry’s mums birthday. Then Michael left us as well. 

 

 

Thank you all for a great weekend. And to the weather gods that blessed us 

with beautiful sunshine all weekend. 

 

Maxine & Ray 

To The Max 

 

 

  



 Bobbin Head Picnic Day – July 13 

Although not a water based Club event, the Picnic Day at Bobbin Head was really well supported 

and, despite the somewhat chilly conditions, was a lot of fun with everyone being able to mix for 

once without milling on the back of transoms. 

A big vote of thanks goes to Ray and Maxine whose superb efforts guaranteed that we all were 

well fed and looked after – love that Pumpkin Soup! 

Ray’s trailer braking and wheel management system information proved to be most informative. 

Sadly it suggested that a number of our trailers were lacking in some areas. On a positive note, we 

now all know whose trailer to pinch if we are in need of an upgrade ourselves! 

Special mention goes to all those who joined in from down south and as far afield as Port 

Stephens. The vast array of stars for the day were:- 

 Maxine & Ray 

 Angela & Alex (plus Lisa who is off back to the Old Dart) 

 Athena & Roger 

 Narelle & Garry 

 Tricia & Herb 

 Michelle & Garry 

 Jane & Mark 

 Keira & Craig 

 Carol, Ray & Rodney 

 Meryl & Barry 

 Robyn & Greg (plus Robyn’s Mum) 

 Sue & Peter (plus Sue’s Brother) 

 Jenny & Phil 

A couple of potential new members joined us for the afternoon. John and Jan Whittle (now ain’t that 

a coincidence written in the waves) are on the lookout for a good Whittley to purchase. We wish 

them luck and look forward to them joining us out on the water. 

 

  

      

  

    

 

 



(2) SPECIAL NEWS EVENTS  

 

Whittleys Away 

The merry crew of “Knot So Li’l” are currently enjoying their trip 

through the US of A and Facebook reports and pictures indicate a 

fabulous trip. 

 

Big Night Out 

I am fed up (pardon the pun) waiting for you lot to suggest the venue 

for a gastronomic delight so have selected one very fortunate fine 

eatery to enjoy the company of Whittley Club members. Email 

invitation will be forthcoming shortly.  

 

Whitsundays without Whittleys 

Following the highly successful joint venture trip to the beautiful 

Whitsundays recently involving members of Whittley and Port of 

Yamba Yacht Clubs, the intrepid crew of “Highly Strung” have 

followed suit and are having a wonderful time as you can see. 

 



 Don’t you all just feel envious… 

 

Spot the Celebrity 

Bob certainly goes to some trouble when he dresses for dinner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happy Birthday 

 

 

A great big Whittley birthday wish to :- 

 Phil Haworth 

 Angela Munz 

 Sue Denton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(3) WHITTLEY SERVICES  

We are looking to compile a list of your favourite recommended boat repairers in your area 

so that we can share your knowledge and good experiences with others in our Club. We 

would like to know if you have had excellent service in the areas of: 

 Mechanical repairs 

 Fibreglass repairs 

 Clears and covers 

 Trailer repairs and maintenance 

 Electrical 

 Audio Visual 

 Refrigeration 

 Any other trades that you can think of. 

These contacts can then be compiled into a Whittley Services Directory, hopefully covering 

all areas of NSW. Please submit to: 

Phil Sparks – President, Whittley Club 

phil@pronetwork.com.au 

Below is the current directory. We urge you to support these businesses and give us your 

feedback. Please let them know that you are supporting them through the Whittley Club. 

Most will offer you upgraded service or special prices when you need assistance for your 

Whittley. 

 

Current Directory 

(1) Mechanical Repairs 

 Go Boating. 142 Terminus Street, Liverpool. Contact is Bob Halliday on 9601 3022 

 National Marine Service. Lot 29 James Craig Road, Rozelle. Contact is Ric on 0418 612 852 

 Blue Pacific Marine. Unit 11 / 276 New Line Road, Dural. Contact is Dave Geddes on 9651 

3980. 

 

(2) Batteries 

 Super Start Batteries. Unit 30 /76 Hume Highway, Lansvale. Contact is Theo on 9755 7851 

 Balmain Batteries. 14 Mansfield Street, Rozelle. Contact is Glenn Keating on 9555 9444 

mailto:phil@pronetwork.com.au


 

(3) Electrical 

 12 Volt Guy. Mobile service to all areas. Contact is Glen Attard on 0438 777 737 

 

 

(4) Fibreglass and Modifications 

 Refit Marine Services. Unit 34 / 7 Production Road, Caringbah. Contact is Rod Mariner on 

0404 813 911 

 

(5) Covers and Biminis 

 Mobile Boat Covers. West Street. Carrs Park. Contact is Matt Hill on 0405 133 586 

 Streamline Boat Covers. Unit 2 / 3-11 Flora Street, Kirrawee . Contact is Craig or Paul on 

9545 4737 

 

(6) Refrigeration 

 Alternate Gas Refrigeration. Unit 20 / 14 Holbeche Road, Arndell Park. Contact is Bob 

Parkinson on 9672 1664 

 

(7) Trailers 

 Bearing Industries. 160 Fairfield Street, Yennora. 9681 2011 

 

(8) Stainless 

 Alloy Science. 2 Cremona Road, Como. Contact is Brett Williams on 0418 969 919 

 

(9) Propellers 

 Central Coast Propellers. 44 Maxwell Avenue, Gorokan. Contact is Jeff Richardson on (02) 

4392 2815 or 0412 991 145 

 

(10) Decals 

 TCS Graphics. Shane Clarke on 0416 247 288 

 

(11) Others 

 Bio Magic Waste Treatment. Contact is Jacquie Harris on 0427 130 689 

 

 



  

(4) FOR SALE SECTION 

It is our intention to use the Club network to let people know if other Members are looking 

to sell boats/parts etc. Please advise if you either have a boat or bits that you would like 

included in this Section in upcoming Newsletters. Once listed, we will continue to run the ad 

until you notify us that you no longer wish for that to happen. Please provide best contact 

details with your submission and how you would like buyers to contact you. 

(a) Boats 

There are currently a number of boats (mainly Cruisemaster 700’s) currently advertised for 

sale.  If you know of anyone after a good boat like these where you can be confident of its 

history, please give Phil a call on 0414 267 664 and he will put you in touch with those 

members selling. 

(b) Bits 

Garry Barber has a genuine set of Mercruiser headers for a Mercruiser V8 for sale. If you are 

looking for these for your boat at a great price, give Phil a call and he will put you in touch 

with Garry. 

(c) Wanted 

Club member Ian is looking for a trailer for a Cruisemaster 700. If anyone knows of one for 

sale or a good lead, please give Phil a call and he will pass onto Ian. 

 

 

 

 

 



(5) OTHER STUFF  

RAFTING UP HELP 

Your energetic Commodore has updated a guide to rafting up procedures that we all need 

to read and put into practice when required (please see at end of Newsletter). 

It brings to also mention that if any Members don’t have much experience in rafting up at 

this point, there are always plenty of vastly experienced boaties only too willing to assist. If 

anyone would like some help, please contact either Phil S or Tony P and we will make sure it 

happens. 

 

 

JULY – WHITTLEY ‘GALAH’ PICNIC DAY AT BOBBIN HEAD (July 13th) 

(1) Contact is Maxine Mantle on 0419 015 092 

AUGUST – SYDNEY BOAT SHOW AND DINNER (August 2/3) 

(2) Contact and details TBA 

 

The next Whittley event is drawing near. We urge you to come along and join in the fun to 

make it a great weekend. Details will be forwarded soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny and Leanne 

  



 

 

Handy Hints when Rafting 

 

Hello all and a warm welcome to our new members. 

 

I have been asked to outline etiquette and procedures when rafting up at club events and hope the 

points listed below takes some of the angst out what can be somewhat stressful at times. 

 

1. When entering the bay consider conditions such as wind and current speed; you can do 
this by going to neutral and noting the direction and speed at which the boat is drifting; 
preferably 20 to 30 metres away from the raft or as conditions will allow. 

 

2. Use this time to get your boat ready by attaching fenders together with bow and stern 
ropes. If you believe you will be between boats in the rafts, fenders to both port and 
starboard sides are advisable. 

 

3. Have your two way radio on (Whittley Club normally uses VHF channel 72) and listen for 
instructions from the raft co-ordinator; watch the pattern of boats joining the raft 
normally one either side from the centre of the raft; depending on conditions every 
second or third boat will need to drop an anchor; smaller boats without rear platforms 
will need to join the ends of the raft to make boat hopping as easy as possible. 
 

4. Communicate your intentions and boat condition; if your anchor isn’t working or you 
need to leave the raft early or if you have a strong preference to raft next to a particular 
boat let the raft coordinator know by radio and align yourself in the queue to help 
facilitate this. 
It is not always possible raft in your preferred position; so please be prepared to join the 

raft as instructed by the co-ordinator. 

 



5. Enter to the raft slowly, if entering on the windward side align yourself beside the raft 
and let the wind push you across, in windy and difficult conditions try enter with your 
bow pointed into the wind; it is not unusual to have a few attempts in aligning your boat 
– don’t feel the need to get it right first time every time; if in doubt just drive round again. 

 

6. Once rafted we all like to help incoming boats; but 4 people yelling 4 different lots of 
instruction creates confusion; those receiving the bow and stern ropes are best suited to 
co-ordinate instruction. 
 

I hope this helps and welcome any further handy hints with rafting procedures; I look forward to 

seeing you all on the water soon. 

 

 

 

Kindest regards 

Tony Patti – Commodore  

 

 

 


