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August 2014 Newsletter
Hi all,

Despite the fact that we are in the middle of a nasty winter with lots of cold
and flu symptoms affecting every second person you meet, a couple of
noteworthy things have occurred over the last month or so.
 The Committee is working away on arrangements for the 2016 NSW
Rally. We are confident that this is going to be a great event.
 We attended the Boat Show as detailed below.
 There are two great outings coming up in September and October.
1) Rod Brown will be escorting everyone around for a mystical tour of
the Harbour with his usual pizzazz .
2) Greg and Robyn Windeatt are taking those fortunate enough to
attend, on the beautiful waters of Port Stephens for the long
weekend in October. Greg has arranged for berths in d’Albora Marina
at Nelson Bay for a night or longer if you so wish (NRL Grand Final
night). There is a discount for Whittley Club members. The Marina
has asked that we send them a list of current Members who are
entitled to take advantage of the discount. I will instead be
confirming with Greg what boats can take advantage of the
entitlement, as the time approaches - and let d’Albora know.
 We are continuing to grow our list of preferred suppliers (shown
towards the end of this Newsletter). We urge you to forward your

favourite service businesses to add to this list. Also we ask you to
consider using these businesses when you are looking for work to be
done on your beloved Whittley. Make sure you let them know that they
are being advertised in this fashion to all our Club members. Some have
already offered, and we will be approaching the others, for assistance in
fund raising and costs associated with our Rally etc. In this way we hope
to offset costs and keep our Club fees as low as possible.
 To make this Newsletter more interesting to all, I urge you to send in
your stories, special events, photos etc so we can spread the word
around. Boating and other adventures are warmly welcomed.

I hope this Newsletter finds you all well and trust to see you soon out on the
beautiful waterways.

Phil Sparks
President

(1) CRUISE REPORTS

SYDNEY BOAT SHOW
This year with all the construction work at Darling Harbour, the Show was
divided between Darling Harbour for the big boats, and Glebe Island for the
trailer boats and marine accessories. Various shuttle services, by land and
water, transported the crowds between the venues.
Maxine’s wonderful powers of persuasion came to the fore and the Club was
proudly represented with our own wonderful stand as an annexure to Hunt’s
Marine. John Hunt revisited a previous arrangement with us. Basically, if he
sold a Whittley at the Show, he would pay the Club membership for that lucky
new boat owner. We understand Hunts had a good response so we are hopeful
that we will see some new Whittleys joining us soon. Your Committee
Members manned the stand on the Saturday and Sunday, busily handing out
pamphlets and espousing the wonderful times to be had as members of the
Whittley Club.
You own all these ?

Special thanks to Barry and Meryl and Alex and Angela who volunteered to
help out the tired legs and sore throats over the weekend!
As the sun set we headed across to the ‘South Steyne’ for dinner and a few
well earned refreshments.

It’s here somewhere?

It was a great night, food was excellent and I believe everybody had a great
time. Thanks to Ray and Maxine for organising a great event that was so well
attended. As you can see from the list, a number of members came a great
distance to attend.

The Honour Roll of attendees is as follows :

















Greg & Robyn
Ian & Judy
Ray, Carol & Rodney
Terry & Cathy (illustrious dignitaries representing the Yamba Yacht Club)
Ray & Maxine
Tony & Tina
Ken & Janet
Barry & Meryl
Alex & Angela
Bob & Lea
Herb & Trish
Roger & Athena
Michael & Diana
Jeremy & Karen
Garry & Narelle
Leo from Whittley in Melbourne
Phil and Jenny

(2) SPECIAL NEWS EVENTS

Whittleys Away
Our mate Ken from “Glissando” has enjoyed a fabulous European
vacation with plenty of Facebook entries generating much envy. Glad
to see he is back safely now and has to go back to work!
Also, Joyce Barber is currently following Ken’s tracks trekking around
Europe.

Our good friend Rob aka “The Bandit” was spotted on the ski slopes
in safety gear. He looks great on the slopes, he looks even better on
the boat.

Around the Bilge
A special congratulations to the lovebirds on board “Happy Daze”
celebrating 24 wonderful years together. I am sure we will “assist”
their celebration at the next outing!
Terrific news that John and Jan have picked up their Cruisemaster 700
and are busy getting it ready for Club outings. It is sad that this, for
the moment, sees John and Lynne Scherer without a vessel, but great
to see that boat back on the water.

Big Night Out
We are booking the Pondok Indonesian Restaurant in Parramatta for
all who would like to join us on Saturday, 25th October at 7pm. A
separate invitation will be sent out shortly.

Known gastronomic critics Bob & Phil have given this place the big
‘thumbs up’ for food quality and fantastic value. There is a cheap
parking station next door to safeguard your Landcruisers, and it’s
BYO!

Spot the Celebrity

Ken couldn’t believe that he came across a statue of Rod Brown

Happy Birthday

A great big Whittley birthday wish to: Bob Lilley (and you thought we had forgotten)…

Paddle faster Bob – we can hear banjos…

(3) WHITTLEY SERVICES
We are looking to compile a list of your favourite recommended boat repairers in your area
so that we can share your knowledge and good experiences with others in our Club. We
would like to know if you have had excellent service in the areas of:









Mechanical repairs
Fibreglass repairs
Clears and covers
Trailer repairs and maintenance
Electrical
Audio visual
Refrigeration
Any other trades that you can think of.

These contacts can then be compiled into a Whittley Services Directory, hopefully covering
all areas of NSW. Please submit to:
Phil Sparks – President, Whittley Club
phil@pronetwork.com.au
Below is the current directory. We urge you to support these businesses and give us your
feedback. Please let them know that you are supporting them through the Whittley Club.
Most will offer you upgraded service or special prices when you need assistance for your
Whittley.

Current Directory




(1) Mechanical Repairs
Go Boating. 142 Terminus Street, Liverpool. Contact is Bob Halliday on 9601 3022
National Marine Service. Lot 29 James Craig Road, Rozelle. Contact is Ric on 0418 612 852
Blue Pacific Marine. Unit 11 / 276 New Line Road, Dural. Contact is Dave Geddes on 9651
3980.
(2) Batteries




Super Start Batteries. Unit 30 /76 Hume Highway, Lansvale. Contact is Theo on 9755 7851
Balmain Batteries. 14 Mansfield Street, Rozelle. Contact is Glenn Keating on 9555 9444



(3) Electrical
12 Volt Guy. Mobile service to all areas. Contact is Glen Attard on 0438 777 737



(4) Fibreglass and Modifications
Refit Marine Services. Unit 34 / 7 Production Road, Caringbah. Contact is Rod Mariner on
0404 813 911




(5) Covers and Biminis
Mobile Boat Covers. West Street. Carrs Park. Contact is Matt Hill on 0405 133 586
Streamline Boat Covers. Unit 2 / 3-11 Flora Street, Kirrawee . Contact is Craig or Paul on
9545 4737



(6) Refrigeration
Alternate Gas Refrigeration. Unit 20 / 14 Holbeche Road, Arndell Park. Contact is Bob
Parkinson on 9672 1664



(7) Trailers
Bearing Industries. 160 Fairfield Street, Yennora. 9681 2011



(8) Stainless
Alloy Science. 2 Cremona Road, Como. Contact is Brett Williams on 0418 969 919









(9) Propellers
Central Coast Propellers. 44 Maxwell Avenue, Gorokan. Contact is Jeff Richardson on (02)
4392 2815 or 0412 991 145
(10)
Decals
TCS Graphics. Shane Clarke on 0416 247 288
(11)
Boat Handling Instruction
Darren Troon.
Darren@precisionboathandling.com.au
0412 628 464
(12)
Others
Bio Magic Waste Treatment. Contact is Jacquie Harris on 0427 130 689

(4) FOR SALE
It is our intention to use the Club network to let people know if other Members are looking
to sell boats/parts etc. Please advise if you either have a boat or bits that you would like
included in this Section in upcoming Newsletters. Once listed, we will continue to run the ad
until you notify us that you no longer wish for that to happen. Please provide best contact
details with your submission and how you would like buyers to contact you.
(a) Boats
There are currently a number of boats (mainly Cruisemaster 700’s) currently advertised for
sale. If you know of anyone after a good boat like these where you can be confident of its
history, please give Phil a call on 0414 267 664 and he will put you in touch with those
members selling.
(b) Bits
Garry Barber has a genuine set of Mercruiser headers for a Mercruiser V8 for sale. If you are
looking for these for your boat at a great price, give Phil a call and he will put you in touch
with Garry.
(c) Wanted
Club member Ian is looking for a trailer for a Cruisemaster 700. If anyone knows of one for
sale or a good lead, please give Phil a call and he will pass onto Ian.

(5) OTHER STUFF
RAFTING UP HELP
Your energetic Commodore has updated a guide to rafting up procedures that we all need
to read and put into practice when required (please see at end of Newsletter).
It brings to also mention that if any Members don’t have much experience in rafting up at
this point, there are always plenty of vastly experienced boaties only too willing to assist. If
anyone would like some help, please contact either Phil S or Tony P and we will make sure it
happens.

SEPTEMBER – MIDDLE HARBOUR TRIP ON 12, 13 & 14TH
(1) Contact is Rod Brown on 0418 287 364
OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND – SYDNEY BOAT SHOW AND DINNER (August 2/3)
(2) Contact Greg Windeatt on 0418 477 458

The next Whittley event is drawing near. We urge you to come along and join in the fun to
make it a great weekend. Details are out now so if you have not received information by
email, please let me know.

Jenny and Leanne

Handy Hints when Rafting
Hello all and a warm welcome to our new members.

I have been asked to outline etiquette and procedures when rafting up at club events and hope the
points listed below takes some of the angst out what can be somewhat stressful at times.

1.

When entering the bay consider conditions such as wind and current speed; you can do
this by going to neutral and noting the direction and speed at which the boat is drifting;
preferably 20 to 30 metres away from the raft or as conditions will allow.

2.

Use this time to get your boat ready by attaching fenders together with bow and stern
ropes. If you believe you will be between boats in the rafts, fenders to both port and
starboard sides are advisable.

3.

Have your two way radio on (Whittley Club normally uses VHF channel 72) and listen for
instructions from the raft co-ordinator; watch the pattern of boats joining the raft
normally one either side from the centre of the raft; depending on conditions every
second or third boat will need to drop an anchor; smaller boats without rear platforms
will need to join the ends of the raft to make boat hopping as easy as possible.

4.

Communicate your intentions and boat condition; if your anchor isn’t working or you
need to leave the raft early or if you have a strong preference to raft next to a particular
boat let the raft coordinator know by radio and align yourself in the queue to help
facilitate this.
It is not always possible raft in your preferred position; so please be prepared to join the
raft as instructed by the co-ordinator.

5.

Enter to the raft slowly, if entering on the windward side align yourself beside the raft
and let the wind push you across, in windy and difficult conditions try enter with your
bow pointed into the wind; it is not unusual to have a few attempts in aligning your boat
– don’t feel the need to get it right first time every time; if in doubt just drive round again.

6.

Once rafted we all like to help incoming boats; but 4 people yelling 4 different lots of
instruction creates confusion; those receiving the bow and stern ropes are best suited to
co-ordinate instruction.

I hope this helps and welcome any further handy hints with rafting procedures; I look forward to
seeing you all on the water soon.

Kindest regards
Tony Patti – Commodore

