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September 2014 Newsletter
Hi all,
Now that the warm weather is just starting to appear again, it is time to spend
a bit of time (and elbow grease) to get those beautiful Whittleys ready for a big
summer cruising season.
Rod Brown led a great event on Middle Harbour this month, with excellent
attendance, that was thoroughly enjoyed by all (cruising report attached).
We welcomed back a few previous members this month which is great to see
and are anticipating some new personnel from our efforts at the Boat Show.
The much anticipated Port Stephens long weekend event is very close now. It
has proven to be most popular and thanks to the fantastic efforts of Greg and
Robyn, is undoubtedly going to be a great success.
Following that, we will be holding the Club’s AGM at Akuna Bay in November.
Remember, if you wish to book a marina berth for the Friday or Saturday
nights at Akuna Bay, you must return your booking form to Phil Sparks asap to
ensure your place. Please give Phil a call or email if you have not received an
email with that form.
The AGM will see all Committee positions available for YOUR participation.
Have a think about it and see if you or a friend might have the time to help out
the development of your Club. I know the current Committee has had a lot of
fun along the way.

We are continuing to grow our list of preferred suppliers (listed towards the
end of this Newsletter). We urge you to forward your favourite service
businesses to add to this list as a number of Members have started to do.
Also, we ask you to consider using these businesses when you are looking for
work to be done on your beloved Whittley. Make sure you let them know that
they are being advertised in this fashion to all our Club Members. Some have
already offered, and we will be approaching the others, for assistance in fund
raising and costs associated with our Rally etc. In this way we hope to offset
costs and keep our Club fees as low as possible.
To make the Newsletters more interesting to all, I urge you to send in your
stories, special events, photos etc so that we can spread the word. Boating and
other adventures are warmly welcomed.
I hope this Newsletter finds you all well and trust to see you soon out on the
beautiful waterways.

Phil Sparks
President

(1) CRUISE REPORTS
MIDDLE HARBOUR
Part 1
After a frustrating wait to launch at Wharf Road due to a dead low tide, ‘Imagine’ headed towards the
fleet at Blackwattle Bay.
Along the way we kindly donated $250 to Maritime (see note on navigation lights below) cause we are
like that !
There was a great crew for the weekend : Commander Brown on ‘Chattaway II’
 Roger and Athena on ‘Athena’
 Phil and Silva on ‘Highly Strung’
 Tony and Tina on ‘Halcyon’
 Peter and Sue on ‘James D’
 Herb and Tricia on ‘Herway’
 Garry and Michelle on ‘Garrelle’
 Michael and Diana on ‘Sharon Maree III’
 Craig, Leanne and Keira on ‘Imagine’
 Greg and Robyn on ‘Smokey’

Bruce on ‘TBN’
After a relaxing morning, we took a scenic tour of the harbour before spending the night in Craig's
Cove in Middle Harbour. The weather was a bit cool and cloudy on Saturday, but Sunday dawned
bright and sunny! We had a lazy morning until it was time for those of us that had to leave - not like
some lucky ducks who could stay another night! Sue and Peter led Bruce and a few others on a tour
past Manly and the southern side of the harbour before they and 4 other boats spent Sunday night
back in Blackwattle Bay
Happy Boating! Cheers, Leanne & Craig & Keira Photos supplied thanks to Michael!
Part 2
Sunday was a beautiful morning and after coffee and the morning papers, Gary and Michelle, Phil and
Silva, Bruce, and Peter and Sue, headed off for a tour around the harbour. We were able to point out
several great anchoring spots for a swim in clear water :

First stop Clontarf Point just at the end of the four knot area after coming out from Sugar Loaf
under the Spit Bridge.




On the starboard side - Chinaman’s beach where you can have a shower in the amenities just
behind the row of trees. (Cold water I think.)
Then on the Balmoral, where the water is inviting and it is a short dingy ride to the beach.
Once there, you have a coffee shop, restaurant and great fish and chip outlet. There are hot
showers in the men’s and ladies’ amenities in the Pavilion in front of the pools. Most
importantly there is a liquor stop for refuelling !

We then headed to Manly and pointed out the 16ft skiff club where a great meal is served. Another
good spot to anchor for the evening if the weather is fine.
Heading out we checked out the North Head Quarantine Station where many patrons were enjoying a
meal just up from the beach. Then we crossed the heads and settled for lunch at Watsons Bay. The
water was a tad choppy. But it didn’t stop us from taking the dingy to shore and getting fish and chips
for lunch.
Sadly Michelle wasn’t feeling the best, so Garry took Michelle home.
Cruising down the harbour we went back to Black Wattle Bay and settled in for nibbles and drinks,
with Rod and Roger and Athena joining us for Sunday evening.
We all headed home on Monday after a very enjoyable weekend thanks to Rod and a wonderful
group of Whittley friends.
Sue and Peter

“Don’t ask, I’m not sharing !!”

Herway on song !

What a beautiful sight – and the boat looks
good too!

Craig you are making it
difficult for me to do my nails!

I think Rod is having a conversation with a pillow?

Whittleys at Sugarloaf

(2) SPECIAL NEWS EVENTS

Whittleys Away
 I think that for the first time in a long time all our Members are
safely at home in Oz
 The crews of ‘Imagine’ and ‘Sparksea’ enjoyed a most relaxing
week down at Narooma. Although it was a time for some to
catch up on their calisthenics!

I also feel delicate and fragile!

 Congratulations to Mark and Jane who have a beautiful new
caravan and vehicle (see below) and are in the process of
planning their big caravanning holiday.

(3) AROUND THE BILGE
(a)

Wow

‘James D’ is now sitting proudly aboard a new trailer and looks
resplendent.

I want that one!

(b)

Skidzz

Herb came across an interesting trailer accessory. It is a bolt-on part
that attaches to the trailer shackles. The idea is that if the wheel
collapses and sails past you on the road (I believe Herb knows of this
occurrence), then the trailer drops onto a skid (similar to an ice skate)
to protect the axle etc until you can pull up. We have requested some
information and will make this available when it arrives. In the
meantime, if you are curious, the website is www.skidzz.com.au

My trailer will be called the “Tonya Harding”

(c)

Navigation Lights

As one of our Members sadly discovered on the Middle Harbour trip,
Maritime Authorities are enforcing the regulations relating to lighting
required while a vessel is underway after sunset. As detailed below, it
is a regulation to be showing an “all round navigation light” in
addition to the port and starboard coloured lights. The drawing
below gives an indication, or the details are available on the RMS
site. So either only be underway in the daylight (like we do) or use
your anchor light or another auxiliary light – it will save the hip
pocket !

(d)

Big Night Out

We have booked the Pondok Indonesian Restaurant in Parramatta
for all who would like to join us on 25/10/14. Hopefully you have all
received an email invitation (please let Phil know if you have not).

The numbers are already at 20 and hopefully quite a few more can
make it. This would be a great opportunity to have a few drinks and
convince your friends to consider a Committee position?
There is a convenient and inexpensive parking station located directly
adjacent to the restaurant.

(e)

Life Jackets

If any of you are interested, the RMS is conducting a big drive
targeting boating safety and the wearing of life jackets. The statistics
relating to the deaths by drowning and the non-wearing of life
jackets is quite confronting. RMS is offering an exchange program for
replacing the traditional cumbersome style with the new inflatable
style of jacket at discounted prices. I could not find any information of
the costs, but the site www.lifejacketwearit.com.au details the ramps
around Sydney where the exchange van is heading over the next
couple of months.

(4) LEANNE’S KITCHEN

This new little section is where we ask you to send in your favourite
boat recipes, cooking techniques, cocktails and perhaps disaster
stories for us all to share.
A favourite from one of our favourite members:

Recipe
Here is a recipe for Bruschetta on Italian olive oil & sea salt.
Bruschetta toasts (Woolworths/ Coles packets, called Crustini) or can be made on slices of
French bread.
Finely chop tomatoes, and red onions, lightly sautéed with salt and pepper added. Stir in small
amount of olive oil and spoon onto Crustini’s.
I make it at home and put in an airtight container to take.
For extra flavour you can add Garlic or Balsamic vinegar. (I didn’t, but if you fancy extra
flavour do so.)
A simple snack that I made for nibbles time so we are not wasting drinking time!
Sue

Spot the Celebrity

Here’s Joyce with some old Queen

Happy Birthday

A great big Whittley birthday wish to : Rob Gardiner – proud owner of ‘The Bandit’

(5) WHITTLEY SERVICES
We are looking to compile a list of your favourite recommended boat repairers in your area
so that we can share your knowledge and good experiences with others in our Club. We
would like to know if you have had excellent service in the areas of:









Mechanical repairs
Fibreglass repairs
Clears and covers
Trailer repairs and maintenance
Electrical
Audio Visual
Refrigeration
Any other trades that you can think of.

These contacts can then be compiled into a Whittley Services Directory, hopefully covering
all areas of NSW. Please submit to:
Phil Sparks – President, Whittley Club
phil@pronetwork.com.au
Below is the current directory. We urge you to support these businesses and give us your
feedback. Please let them know that you are supporting them through the Whittley Club.
Most will offer you upgraded service or special prices when you need assistance for your
Whittley.

Current Directory







(1) Mechanical Repairs
Go Boating. 142 Terminus Street, Liverpool. Contact is Bob Halliday on 9601 3022
National Marine Service. Lot 29 James Craig Road, Rozelle. Contact is Ric on 0418 612 852
Blue Pacific Marine. Unit 11 / 276 New Line Road, Dural. Contact is Dave Geddes on 9651
3980.
(2) Batteries
Super Start Batteries. Unit 30 /76 Hume Highway, Lansvale. Contact is Theo on 9755 7851
Balmain Batteries. 14 Mansfield Street, Rozelle. Contact is Glenn Keating on 9555 9444











(3) Electrical
12 Volt Guy. Mobile service to all areas. Contact is Glen Attard on 0438 777 737

(4) Fibreglass and Modifications
Refit Marine Services. Unit 34 / 7 Production Road, Caringbah. Contact is Rod Mariner on
0404 813 911
(5) Covers and Biminis
Mobile Boat Covers. West Street. Carrs Park. Contact is Matt Hill on 0405 133 586
Streamline Boat Covers. Unit 2 / 3-11 Flora Street, Kirrawee . Contact is Craig or Paul on
9545 4737
GNP Trimming & Upholstery. Contact is Graham Price on 0422 275 295
(6) Refrigeration
Alternate Gas Refrigeration. Unit 20 / 14 Holbeche Road, Arndell Park. Contact is Bob
Parkinson on 9672 1664



(7) Trailers
Bearing Industries. 160 Fairfield Street, Yennora. 9681 2011



(8) Stainless
Alloy Science. 2 Cremona Road, Como. Contact is Brett Williams on 0418 969 919









(9) Propellers
Central Coast Propellers. 44 Maxwell Avenue, Gorokan. Contact is Jeff Richardson on (02)
4392 2815 or 0412 991 145
(10)
Decals
TCS Graphics. Shane Clarke on 0416 247 288
(11)
Boat Handling Instruction
Darren Troon.
Darren@precisionboathandling.com.au
0412 628 464
(12)
Others
Bio Magic Waste Treatment. Contact is Jacquie Harris on 0427 130 689

(6) FOR SALE SECTION
It is our intention to use the Club network to let people know if other Members are looking
to sell boats/parts etc. Please advise if you either have a boat or bits that you would like
included in this Section in upcoming Newsletters. Once listed, we will continue to run the ad
until you notify us that you no longer wish for that to happen. Please provide best contact
details with your submission and how you would like buyers to contact you.
(a) Boats
I believe at the moment all Club members with boats for sale have either been successful
selling or have come to their senses and kept their Whittley!
Please let me know if any of you have a vessel for sale
(b) Bits
Garry Barber has a genuine set of Mercruiser headers for a Mercruiser V8 for sale. If you are
looking for these for your boat at a great price, give Phil a call and he will put you in touch
with Garry.
(c) Wanted
Got nuffin at the moment.

(7) OTHER STUFF
RAFTING UP HELP
Your energetic Commodore has updated a guide to rafting up procedures that we all need
to read and put into practice when required (please see at end of Newsletter).
It brings to also mention that if any Members don’t have much experience in rafting up at
this point, there are always plenty of vastly experienced boaties only too willing to assist. If
anyone would like some help, please contact either Phil S or Tony P and we will make sure it
happens.

OCTOBER – PORT STEPHENS TRIP FOR LONG WEEKEND
(1) Contact Greg Windeatt on 0418 477 458
NOVEMBER – CLUB AGM AT AKUNA BAY
(2) Contact Maxine Mantle on 0419 015 092
or
(3) Contact Phil Sparks on 0414 267 664

The next Whittley event is drawing near. We urge you to come along and join in the fun to
make it a great weekend. Details are out now so if you have not received information by
email, please let me know.

Jenny and Leanne

Handy Hints when Rafting
Hello all and a warm welcome to our new members.

I have been asked to outline etiquette and procedures when rafting up at club events and hope the
points listed below takes some of the angst out what can be somewhat stressful at times.

1.

When entering the bay consider conditions such as wind and current speed; you can do
this by going to neutral and noting the direction and speed at which the boat is drifting;
preferably 20 to 30 metres away from the raft or as conditions will allow.

2.

Use this time to get your boat ready by attaching fenders together with bow and stern
ropes. If you believe you will be between boats in the rafts, fenders to both port and
starboard sides are advisable.

3.

Have your two way radio on (Whittley Club normally uses VHF channel 72) and listen for
instructions from the raft co-ordinator; watch the pattern of boats joining the raft
normally one either side from the centre of the raft; depending on conditions every
second or third boat will need to drop an anchor; smaller boats without rear platforms
will need to join the ends of the raft to make boat hopping as easy as possible.

4.

Communicate your intentions and boat condition; if your anchor isn’t working or you
need to leave the raft early or if you have a strong preference to raft next to a particular
boat let the raft coordinator know by radio and align yourself in the queue to help
facilitate this.
It is not always possible raft in your preferred position; so please be prepared to join the
raft as instructed by the co-ordinator.

5.

Enter to the raft slowly, if entering on the windward side align yourself beside the raft
and let the wind push you across, in windy and difficult conditions try enter with your
bow pointed into the wind; it is not unusual to have a few attempts in aligning your boat
– don’t feel the need to get it right first time every time; if in doubt just drive round again.

6.

Once rafted we all like to help incoming boats; but 4 people yelling 4 different lots of
instruction creates confusion; those receiving the bow and stern ropes are best suited to
co-ordinate instruction.

I hope this helps and welcome any further handy hints with rafting procedures; I look forward to
seeing you all on the water soon.

Kindest regards
Tony Patti – Commodore

