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Hi all,

Well we are now really back into the swing of boating with many members
getting out on our beautiful waterways.
A huge thanks you to Greg and Robyn who organised the Port Stephens
weekend. It was a fabulous couple of days with terrific weather and a great
program of events. There were many stories of typical Whittley situations that
came out of this trip. We welcomed back David and Helen to the group at this
event, which was great.
In addition, there were significant rumours emanating from this event of the
rise of the Montereys, so keep an eye on this Newsletter for future
developments! As such we are privileged to have two reports of this trip
thanks to Lea and Narelle. Also thanks to Michael whose camera skills bring
you many of the pictures in this and previous newsletters.
We are now getting ready for the annual Club AGM coming up in November.
Remember all committee positions are up for election, so if you or a fellow
member you believe suitable for a position, have the time to assist, please get

your nomination form back to Maxine as soon as possible. Please let Phil or
Maxine know if for some reason you did not receive the nomination form.
We are arranging berths at the marina. From the forms that Phil has received
it seems that the majority of boats going for the weekend will stay out on the
Hawkesbury on Friday night and come in for Saturday at the marina. The
marina does not have unlimited spots available, so the priority will be given to
when the forms come in. If they run out of spots, we will arrange for a raft up
on Saturday night across from the marina, as we have done in previous years.
October has seen a couple of new members join and we are looking forward to
seeing John and Jan plus Jill and Gladys at the upcoming events.
We are continuing to grow our list of preferred suppliers (listed towards the
end of this Newsletter). We urge you to forward your favourite service
businesses to add to this list as a number of Members have started to do.
Also, we ask you to consider using these businesses when you are looking for
work to be done on your beloved Whittley. Make sure you let them know that
they are being advertised in this fashion to all our Club Members. Some have
already offered, and we will be approaching the others, for assistance in fund
raising and costs associated with our Rally etc. In this way we hope to offset
costs and keep our Club fees as low as possible.
To make the Newsletters more interesting to all, I urge you to send in your
stories, special events, photos etc so that we can spread the word. Boating and
other adventures are warmly welcomed.
I hope this Newsletter finds you all well and trust to see you soon out on the
beautiful waterways.

Phil Sparks
President

(1) CRUISE REPORTS
PORT STEPHENS
Port Stephens Whittley Event
October Long Weekend 2014

Some lucky members were able to enjoy a few days on the beautiful
waters of Port Stephens before the weekend officially began, and the
look of relaxation was already evident by the time the rest of us got
there!

Quite a few boats were in attendance when the weekend officially got underway on Friday 3 rd
October. When our organisers, Greg and Robyn Windeatt, joined us on Friday evening, we had an
impressive raft-up of thirteen Whittleys (safely tucked away from the breeze) in Fame Cove awaiting
their arrival. Never letting a chance for socialising go by, we
awaited our organisers’ arrival by sharing a few drinks
together and encouraging Peter Denton as he perfected his
stand-up paddleboard technique.
The Windeatts were
greeted with a rousing welcome to thank them, in
anticipation, for organising a great weekend.

The weekend line-up included: the Windeatts, Monty, Garelle, Palace, To The Max, Athena, Knot So
Li’l, Highly Strung, James D, Glissando, Happy Daze, Time Bandit, Hopeless Haulage, Sharon Marree
3, Vic-Tre, Bravo III, Loco-Lomas, Just Cruisin’ 3, with Halcyon and Sparksea crews meeting up for
some of the land events.

Saturday morning dawned with our raft-up bathed in warm sunshine under a clear blue sky. After a
leisurely breakfast and some members enjoying a paddle in the crystal clear water, we gathered up
and set off behind our fearless leaders to enjoy a high tea at Tanilba House – an historic cottage in
Tanilba Bay. The land-based Sparksea crew were picked up to join us for the day, although the First
Lady’s choice of disguise for the event was considered a tad drastic by most! (Rumours that she had
been seeing wearing a burqa earlier in the day have not been verified at time of writing).
We all dropped anchor in Tanilba Bay and made our way ashore via dinghy. Some members’ choice
of footwear for the walk ashore proved less than ideal, however in true Whittley fashion the “all for
one and one for all” spirit meant that everyone made it ashore unscathed. We enjoyed a yummy
morning tea of fresh scones with jam and cream with coffee and tea provided by Helen our host who
then gave us an informative tour of the beautiful cottage and grounds.

By the time our tour was over, the famous afternoon breeze in Port Stephens had started to pick up
and we decided it would be best if we made our way back to the boats and head for a more
sheltered anchorage. Alas, we may have made our move a little late as the short dinghy trip back to
the boats proved a little hazardous for some. In a very peculiar turn of events, Bob and Roger’s
dinghies were both struck with the same mysterious ailment. Bob and his passengers were rescued
by Phil Haworth who provided a tow back to the boat while Roger decided he would tackle the now
gale-force head winds in the style of Man vs Wild – with a dinghy, two oars and super-human brute
strength! With Ray Mantle offering rousing words of support from the deck of ‘Athena’ (the boat,
not the wife), Roger displayed an Olympian effort defying all odds and finally reaching the safety of
his boat.

We made our way back to the tranquil waters of
Fame Cove and again formed our raft with some
of the smaller boats creating a back-to-back raft
with the larger ones. We were able to spend
some time getting to know our newest members –
the Adams family – with Helen impressing us with
her freestyle diving skills.

Peter Denton bravely challenged fellow paddleboarder Rob Gardiner to a race providing us all
with the spectacle of a well-fought sporting
challenge.

Roger’s continuing search for a new Inflatable
Challenge, saw him trying out the possibility of
‘Vertical Dinghy Riding’. The general consensus
was that the concept probably needs a bit more
research.
After an evening of drinking, eating, chatting and laughing we all settled in for a peaceful night on
the water.
We awoke on Sunday to a beautiful warm morning and after breakfast followed our leaders to the
stunning waters of Shoal Bay. A very visible presence by NSW Maritime ensured that we all dutifully
picked up our own individual moorings and made our way by dinghy to the beach. At this point,
Robyn’s promise of bubbly refreshments saw a merry band of adventurers join her and Greg for the
muscle-testing hike to the top of Tomaree Head to enjoy the fabulous 360 degree view over Port
Stephens (as well as the bubbles!). Despite our fears, there was no need for Greg to utilise his Fire
and Rescue Rescuscitation skills on any of the climbers!

Those
who
were

not tempted chose to take in less strenuous walks, morning tea in one of the lovely cafes nearby or some
retail therapy.

After some free-time in Shoal Bay and surrounds, the boats started to make their way back to
D’Albora Marina at Nelson Bay which was to be our base for the evening. Greg and Robyn had once
again excelled themselves in organising a delicious dinner at Vues restaurant on the Marina where
we had front row seats for the big screen broadcast of the NRL Grand Final. Regardless of who
individuals supported, it was agreed that the winner on the night was Rugby League!

The next morning, there was a slow trickle of members surfacing over a few hours with some
indulging in a yummy breakfast prepared at any of the busy cafes on the Marina. Trying to hide our
deep envy, those of us who had to return to work on Tuesday smiled through gritted teeth and bid
farewell to the lucky ones who were set to spend at least one more night on the stunning waters of
Port Stephens.

On behalf of all present, a huge congratulations and thank you to Greg and Robyn Windeatt for a
mammoth effort in ensuring that there was something for everyone on this memorable long
weekend.

Lea (Knot So Li’l)

The Palace had a slow trip out of Sydney and we finally made it to Soldiers Point around 3.30pm on
the Friday afternoon, where we were soon joined by Ken with Glisssando. Angela and Alex also
arrived at that time, so we three made our way to Fame Cove after a quick Hello to Ray, Carol and
Rodney who were relaxing in the nearby Marina. The ramp has a couple of features that are a bit
rare including a “singing toilet” but strangely no fuel depot?
Friday night saw the gathering of the like-minded in Fame Cove for a welcoming raft up. What a
great turn up for the first night of the October long weekend. Greg and Robyn made a tumultuous
arrival with a sounding of horns and cheers for the leader of what was looking to be a great
weekend.
Saturday morning arrived to the great news that Monte’s ducky floor did not deflate overnight – but
alas I have some further news to this story, it is rumoured that this has not been maintained and the
ducky is back at the doctors awaiting further surgery.
After breakfast the news broke that there is a “secret Monterey Club”. I believe that there was
some angst in the 700 group that there was about to be a takeover. What a great turnout from the
smaller (but better) boats, with virtually all of the Monterey owners in the club at this event.
Ten o’clock arrived and we all headed off back towards Soldiers Point to meet up with Bravo III. We
then travelled to Tanilba House for morning tea. This outing was organised by Greg and Robyn and
we very much appreciated the owner opening up for us to have the tour and Devonshire tea. What
a lovely old house and gardens. It was there that we met up with David and Helen who were going
to come by boat (yes, another Monterey!), but the tide was against them for a morning launch at the
ramp. Luckily they could meet up later with us all in Fame Cove.
The wind God was against us at Tanilba House as by the time we finished the tour, the wind had
picked up and anchors were being tested. I feel the oarsmanship of some of the ducky rowers was
tested too! Nonetheless, as well that ends well and everyone got safely back onto the boats and a
retreat was made back to Fame Cove.
The Palace took a detour to North Arm Cove where we found a mooring and had lunch and tried to
catch fish.
Meanwhile, at Fame Cove the Raft had been expertly prepared by ‘To The Max’ et al, so we slipped
into position ready to relax for the remainder of the day. We were not the only one to slip into
position, but without mentioning any names, we like to consider it a Baptism to the Whittley Club.
Trust me; nearly all of us have fallen in at some stage!
After losing an hour sleep with the daylight saving change, we all headed off for a tour of Port
Stephens. The activity for the morning was to climb Mt Tomaree. Well, after deciding I was
probably going to have a heart attack if I continued the climb – even with the lure of a glass of
bubbly at the top, I took the more sedate route around to the old warruins that were used to guard
the area in past times.
Back to the boat for lunch and I was almost tempted to have a swim as the water looked so inviting.

Next stop was at the Marina where we had secured berths for the night. This gave us the
opportunity to scrub up for the evening dinner. Apparently there was to be some football match on
that night… And we could watch it on a big screen!
Next day saw many heading off in various directions. I was fortunate to have secured an extra day
off work so we could miss the return to Sydney traffic. We were all jealous of Annette who had to
mind the boat in the Marina for a few days whilst Geoff got some trailer repairs organised – tough
job, but someone had to do it.
The Palace and Monte travelled over to Jimmy’s beach were again we all tried to catch fish. We
soon gave up on that idea and wandered over to the surf beach across the isthmus on the northern
side of Port Stephens. Such a beautiful palce.
Such a shame that the great long weekend was coming to a close!
I know that everyone who attended the weekend had a great time. Our thanks to Greg and Robyn
for their hard work in getting the event organised so well. I am sure everyone will want to come
back to Port Stephens soon!
Thanks again…
Narelle (The Palace)

(2) SPECIAL NEWS EVENTS
Special Note

Thank You to all our wonderful friends.
We were so comforted by your Calls, Cards &
Flowers on the passing of our beautiful
Daughter Cindy.
All our family Thank You very much.
Ray Maxine & Family xx
Whittleys Away

Phil and Jenny from “Sparksea” have just returned from a wonderful 9 night “Rock the Boat”
cruise to the islands.

This is mighty thirsty work doing all this relaxing!

Who was this mystery stow-away that kept appearing?

Whittleys Ashore
A fun night was had on Saturday 25th by a large number of Club members who got together
at the Pondok restaurant in Parramatta. It was great to see so many new faces come along
to get better acquainted with the old brigade.

In case you are concerned, it is Lea taking the photo and hence the empty seat!

The food was in most generous quantity and
excellent standard. The scrambling for the numerous “doggy bag” containers left pver in
testament of everyone’s appreciation!

Whittleys Weekend Away
While a number of us were filling our stomachs at the Parramatta night out, “Imagine” and
“James D” had a terrific weekend out on the Hawkesbury enjoying the sensational weather
that mother nature served up for the weekend.
Congratulations to Craig and Leanne who celebrated their wedding anniversary on the water
in classic Whittley style.
Sadly the weekend finished on a sour note when they discovered some low life had stolen
their trailer from Appletree car park. The boat was quickly retrieved by their insurance
company and we all hope that it is resolved quickly and successfully. As most of you know,
Craig had put some considerable upgrading works into that trailer which made it a bit of a
standout for those of us who know the design. It may well turn up altered and most likely
well out of Sydney, but if your keen Whittley eye spots in one day, please let Craig and the
police know!

(3) AROUND THE BILGE
(a)

Skidzz

Herb came across an interesting trailer accessory. It is a bolt-on part
that attaches to the trailer shackles. The idea is that if the wheel
collapses and sails past you on the road (I believe Herb knows of this
occurrence), then the trailer drops onto a skid (similar to an ice skate)
to protect the axle etc until you can pull up. The website is
www.skidzz.com.au

My trailer will be called the “Tonya Harding”

(c) Navigation Lights
As one of our Members sadly discovered on the Middle Harbour trip,
Maritime Authorities are enforcing the regulations relating to lighting
required while a vessel is underway after sunset. As detailed below, it
is a regulation to be showing an “all round navigation light” in
addition to the port and starboard coloured lights. The drawing

below gives an indication, or the details are available on the RMS
site. So either only be underway in the daylight (like we do) or use
your anchor light or another auxiliary light – it will save the hip
pocket !

(d)

Life Jackets

If any of you are interested, the RMS is conducting a big drive
targeting boating safety and the wearing of life jackets. The statistics
relating to the deaths by drowning and the non-wearing of life
jackets is quite confronting. RMS is offering an exchange program for
replacing the traditional cumbersome style with the new inflatable
style of jacket at discounted prices. I could not find any information of
the costs, but the site www.lifejacketwearit.com.au details the ramps
around Sydney where the exchange van is heading over the next
couple of months.

Spot the Celebrity

This guy wasn’t so Angry when I
told him all about the Whittley
Club! Not sure about the other
bloke?

Happy Birthday

A great big Whittley birthday wish to : Keira Williamson.

(4) VHF RADIO

Do you have a licence to operate your VHF Radio???????
Did you answer

NO!!!

Well give me a call and let’s get you started towards getting it.
Not having a licence is a finable offence, if you get caught using
Your radio.
I don't charge Club Members and it is a once of payment.
Maxine
0419 015 092

(5) WHITTLEY CONTACT
If you need any information from Whittley, please feel free to contact
Angelo who we met at this year’s Boat Show. His details are below
Angelo San Giorgio
Director of Operations and Strategy
P: 03 8339 1800

M: 0427 717 953

E: angelo@whittley.com.au
W: www.whittleymarinegroup.com.au

(6) FROM THE GALLEY

This new little section is where we ask you to send in your favourite
boat recipes, cooking techniques, cocktails and perhaps disaster
stories for us all to share.

Thermal cookers – a great way to prepare
meals at home and enjoy over a weekend on the water !

The 3 Basic Steps to Thermal Cooking
1.

Place ingredients into inner pot and bring food to boil

2.

Place inner pot/s into the Ecopot and close lid

3.

Keep Ecopot lid closed until ready to eat.
Outer thermally insulated pot (referred to as the Ecopot) and two inner cooking pots (referred to as the cooking pots). The
Ecopot is fully insulated with a thermal membrane, body, lid and base. This membrane retains trapped heat. The inner pots
are the workhorses, they are the pots you prepare and cook food in.You start the cooking process off somewhere, be it a

kitchen stovetop, gas burner, induction cooker or open campfire. Once food comes to the boil, transfer the cooking pot into
the Ecopot, which will finish cooking the meal. It’s similar to, but very different to a slow cooker. Slow cookers cook food at a
constant set temperature, they never vary. This often leads to food being overcooked. Thermal cookers are different, they
lose around 5% of heat per hour and food can never be overcook.

(7) GRAB RAY’S WRENCH
(Helpful mechanical tips for the enjoyment of your Whittley)
Today’s topic :- Dinghies.

(i)

Make sure

you have sufficient fuel for your
journey. Ensure if you have
previously lent your spare fuel
can that it has been returned and
filled prior to the cruise event.

(ii)

Balance your load

Correct

Incorrect

(iii)

Ensure that you have your oars in case of mishap

If only I had bought a Honda!

(8) WHITTLEY SERVICES
We are looking to compile a list of your favourite recommended boat repairers in your area
so that we can share your knowledge and good experiences with others in our Club. We
would like to know if you have had excellent service in the areas of:









Mechanical repairs
Fibreglass repairs
Clears and covers
Trailer repairs and maintenance
Electrical
Audio Visual
Refrigeration
Any other trades that you can think of.

These contacts can then be compiled into a Whittley Services Directory, hopefully covering
all areas of NSW. Please submit to:
Phil Sparks – President, Whittley Club
phil@pronetwork.com.au
Below is the current directory. We urge you to support these businesses and give us your
feedback. Please let them know that you are supporting them through the Whittley Club.
Most will offer you upgraded service or special prices when you need assistance for your
Whittley.

Current Directory





(1) Mechanical Repairs
Go Boating. 142 Terminus Street, Liverpool. Contact is Bob Halliday on 9601 3022
National Marine Service. Lot 29 James Craig Road, Rozelle. Contact is Ric on 0418 612 852
Blue Pacific Marine. Unit 11 / 276 New Line Road, Dural. Contact is Dave Geddes on 9651
3980.
Hunts Marine – our NSW Whittley Dealer

Boat showroom and chandlery - 629 Princes Hwy, Blakehurst. (02) 9546 1324
Spare Parts & Service Division – 259 West Street, Carlton (South Hurstville in some directories)





(2) Batteries
Super Start Batteries. Unit 30 /76 Hume Highway, Lansvale. Contact is Theo on 9755 7851
Balmain Batteries. 14 Mansfield Street, Rozelle. Contact is Glenn Keating on 9555 9444
Battery World Caringbah. 168 Taren Point Road, Caringbah. Phone 9524 0823



(3) Electrical
12 Volt Guy. Mobile service to all areas. Contact is Glen Attard on 0438 777 737







(4) Fibreglass and Modifications
Refit Marine Services. Unit 34 / 7 Production Road, Caringbah. Contact is Rod Mariner on
0404 813 911
(5) Covers and Biminis
Mobile Boat Covers. West Street. Carrs Park. Contact is Aaron on 0405 133 586
Streamline Boat Covers. Unit 2 / 3-11 Flora Street, Kirrawee . Contact is Craig or Paul on
9545 4737
GNP Trimming & Upholstery. Contact is Graham Price on 0422 275 295

















(6) Refrigeration
Alternate Gas Refrigeration. Unit 20 / 14 Holbeche Road, Arndell Park. Contact is Bob
Parkinson on 9672 1664
(7) Trailers
Bearing Industries. 160 Fairfield Street, Yennora. 9681 2011
Bold Trailers (Mackay recommended repairer in Sydney). 5 Captain Cook Drive, Caringbah.
Contact is Christian Bold on 8544 8114. Website : www.boldtrailers.com.au
Highndry (if you need boat stored off trailer for trailer works) 1 Clerke Place – Private
Kurnell. Contact is Barry Perry on 1300 23 23 33 or 9668 8990
(8) Stainless
Alloy Science. 2 Cremona Road, Como. Contact is Brett Williams on 0418 969 919
(9) Propellers
Central Coast Propellers. 44 Maxwell Avenue, Gorokan. Contact is Jeff Richardson on (02)
4392 2815 or 0412 991 145
(10)
Decals
TCS Graphics. Shane Clarke on 0416 247 288
(11)
Boat Handling Instruction
Darren Troon.
Darren@precisionboathandling.com.au
0412 628 464
(12)
Others
Bio Magic Waste Treatment. Contact is Jacquie Harris on 0427 130 689

(9) FOR SALE SECTION
It is our intention to use the Club network to let people know if other Members are looking
to sell boats/parts etc. Please advise if you either have a boat or bits that you would like
included in this Section in upcoming Newsletters. Once listed, we will continue to run the ad
until you notify us that you no longer wish for that to happen. Please provide best contact
details with your submission and how you would like buyers to contact you.
(a) Boats
I believe at the moment all Club members with boats for sale have either been successful
selling or have come to their senses and kept their Whittley!
Please let me know if any of you have a vessel for sale
(b) Bits
Garry Barber has a genuine set of Mercruiser headers for a Mercruiser V8 for sale. If you are
looking for these for your boat at a great price, give Phil a call and he will put you in touch
with Garry.
(c) Wanted
Got nuffin at the moment.

(10) NEXT CLUB EVENT
NOVEMBER – CLUB AGM AT AKUNA BAY
(1) Contact Maxine Mantle on 0419 015 092
or
(2) Contact Phil Sparks on 0414 267 664

DECEMBER – XMAS PARTY AT CHIPPING NORTON LAKES
(1) Contact Maxine Mantle on 0419 015 092

(11) OTHER STUFF
RAFTING UP HELP
Your energetic Commodore has updated a guide to rafting up procedures that we all need
to read and put into practice when required (please see at end of Newsletter).
It brings to also mention that if any Members don’t have much experience in rafting up at
this point, there are always plenty of vastly experienced boaties only too willing to assist. If
anyone would like some help, please contact either Phil S or Tony P and we will make sure it
happens.

The next Whittley event is drawing near. We urge you to come along and join in the fun to
make it a great weekend. Details are out now so if you have not received information by
email, please let me know.

Jenny and Leanne

Handy Hints when Rafting
Hello all and a warm welcome to our new members.

I have been asked to outline etiquette and procedures when rafting up at club events and hope the
points listed below takes some of the angst out what can be somewhat stressful at times.

1.

When entering the bay consider conditions such as wind and current speed; you can do
this by going to neutral and noting the direction and speed at which the boat is drifting;
preferably 20 to 30 metres away from the raft or as conditions will allow.

2.

Use this time to get your boat ready by attaching fenders together with bow and stern
ropes. If you believe you will be between boats in the rafts, fenders to both port and
starboard sides are advisable.

3.

Have your two way radio on (Whittley Club normally uses VHF channel 72) and listen for
instructions from the raft co-ordinator; watch the pattern of boats joining the raft
normally one either side from the centre of the raft; depending on conditions every
second or third boat will need to drop an anchor; smaller boats without rear platforms
will need to join the ends of the raft to make boat hopping as easy as possible.

4.

Communicate your intentions and boat condition; if your anchor isn’t working or you
need to leave the raft early or if you have a strong preference to raft next to a particular
boat let the raft coordinator know by radio and align yourself in the queue to help
facilitate this.
It is not always possible raft in your preferred position; so please be prepared to join the
raft as instructed by the co-ordinator.

5.

Enter to the raft slowly, if entering on the windward side align yourself beside the raft
and let the wind push you across, in windy and difficult conditions try enter with your
bow pointed into the wind; it is not unusual to have a few attempts in aligning your boat
– don’t feel the need to get it right first time every time; if in doubt just drive round again.

6.

Once rafted we all like to help incoming boats; but 4 people yelling 4 different lots of
instruction creates confusion; those receiving the bow and stern ropes are best suited to
co-ordinate instruction.

I hope this helps and welcome any further handy hints with rafting procedures; I look forward to
seeing you all on the water soon.

Kindest regards
Tony Patti – Commodore

