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The President’s Post   
Greetings Members 
 
Especially to our new members, I have enjoyed the 
company of Garth and Katerina Morrah, and it was nice 
of John and Maryanne Durrant to go to the trouble of 
driving north to meet with the Myall Lakes flotilla at 
Buladeleah last month. Welcome. 
 
Well the heat of summer is behind us and a hint of 
winter is in the air. I know some of you will lay your 
boats up for the winter, Jan and I actually enjoy boating in the cooler months. A Whittley anchored on a 
sunny winters day with the warmth of the sun captured by enclosed clears is a lovely way to spend a 
day. Jan and I tend to do day trips rather than overnights in winter. 
 

We have some good trips on our calendar in the coming months. In May, Ian Franklin is leading a trip on 
the Hawkesbury, Ray Mantle is exploring the upper Hawkesbury around Wisemans Ferry, in July for the 
landlocked Members Maxine Mantle has organised Christmas in July at Dooleys Silverwater and finally, 
the Boat show dinner in August. 

 

(Editor Note: See Commodore Report below concerning a change to June long weekend plans)  

 
I had a pleasant meeting with John Hunt a couple of months ago. Whilst he remains in support of our 
Club, he sees little value in us providing a personal presence on his stand at the Boat Show. He 
suggested instead we provide a display of some sort with available handouts. The committee is still 
considering the costs and benefits of this. 
 
Winter is also a time to catch up on maintenance. 

 
On a personal note Jan and I are settling into our new address. It's been an exciting and scary experience 
and we are both very touched and grateful for the messages of support and encouragement we 
received from fellow members. As well as unpacking, Jan has made inroads with the gardens and I have 
done many, many repairs, roofing, doors, lock changes, plumbing to mention a few. I have also installed 
an alarm system and Jan has a list of power point locations for me to install, if I lack something to do. 
We have also had some lovely visits from some Club members, as well as the Easter Monday raft up out 
front of our place. 
 
We are both exhausted and will hit the road in our caravan, southbound, the destination unknown, for a 
few weeks of R&R leaving the third week of May. 
 
Looking forward to the next time we can join in on a club outing. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
The photographs below show an extension lead, South American Style. I took the photo in Rio de Janeiro 
a couple of years ago. 
 
If any one needs electrical advice I am only a phone call away. 
 
 
 
DON'T TRY THIS AT HOME CHILDREN! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Boating 
John Whittles 
Club President. 
 
 

  



 

 
 

FROM THE COMMODORE’S DESK 

 

.  

Hello Members, 

June long weekend is coming, and Maxine & I are unable to 

be the trip leaders for Wisemans Ferry, due to planned surgeries to both my shoulder & Maxine 

as well. 

I am asking for a volunteer to run this event, or change it to a BBQ Picnic at Bobbin Head, or do 

you wish to pick another venue? We will be able to arrange this, as I will only be able to drive 

the car by then, but no boating. Maxine & I will be able to do the BBQ/Picnic.  

Your expressions of interest in either of these 2 would be greatly appreciated ASAP so we can 

arrange. 

Until next time, happy and safe boating all. 

 

Commodore Ray 

  



 

 
 

CRUISE REPORT  

Myall Lakes  

8-9 March 2019 

 
Oh, what a wonderful weekend, stunning 
location, many contrasts with the bush, river 
and grazing land and the melaleuca tree 
infused water. 
 
 
 
As always there of those of us who are blessed with the opportunity to travel during daylight hours, 
launch and celebrate the pending weekend.  
 
There are then those of us who are daft enough to tackle Pennant Hills Rd on a Friday night…. Have a 
rendezvous to go from 2 cars to 1 and then arrive in the pitch black…. On this occasion it was Happy 
Dayze who launched late on the narrow, but sound, unlit boat ramp.  Rather terrifying, but I have to say 
the elements and location were conducive to support this reckless decision, and knowing our friends 
were waiting made it all worthwhile. 
 
Once in, it was a short 2-minute trip to be directed in by our commodore with his flashing globes. 
 
Upon rafting, we got straight into the relaxing and joined the party on Athena. We aimed to be quiet 
as some were already sleeping, but we possibly rocked their boat… 
 
Saturday greeted us with a beautiful sunrise.  
 

 
Lead by the President from the rear, a new concept, we 
cruised upstream to Buladelah. Quite a journey with a few 
shallow points but predominantly on the plane, with some 
stunning views. Cattle were grazing, kids were playing and 
families camping. 
 
  



 

 
 

Upon arriving, after disturbing the sea dragon that was snoozing 
(huge plop!), four of us rafted off what can only be described as a 
disused pontoon, that had seen better days.  
 
Dodging holes and protruding nails, the intrepid travellers went 
hunting out morning coffee. Some of us were more sensible and went 
on the south bank to raft up, and then walk over the very safe bridge 
of solid construction. 
 
In Buladelah we found a delightful old federation home that had 
been converted to a lovely café with friendly staff, great coffee and 
home baked goodies. 
 
Some window shopping was taken up as we strolled back, whilst 
others took advantage of the butcher and the baker, great local 

places to shop, to be remembered if you are out for longer and 
need to stock up. The local Pub looked good too. 
 

 
Back on board, we then headed off for our overnight 
spot at Bombah Point, with a late afternoon swim on 
route, just off Mungo Brush.  
 
The water was wonderful, clear and soft, with a tinge 
of colour from the local melaleuca trees. It was then 
that we saw the grey skies looming. Off we went to 
establish our overnight digs, which turned into 
something of a debacle. 
 
Where should the first anchor be dropped…… 3 
boats in and the heavens opened, the remaining 
flotilla is left drifting, sheets of rain are coming down, 

2 men in a boat “Phil & John” come back looking like drowned rats from setting the back anchor. Finally, 
it eases off to get us all in safely. Needless to say, at this point beer is flowing, corks are popping, nibbles 
are needed, and BBQs are fired up. The rain didn’t let up, but in true Whittley style, this did not stop the 
party. 
 

 
After a comfortable night we woke to another 
beautiful day. 
 
Breaking off, we went to discover Corrigans Bay and 
Neranie Point. A fabulous spot for a late morning 
swim, relaxing lunch and walk along the shore for 
those who wanted/needed a little exercise.  
 
  



 

 
 

 
Our Commodore, who was doing his best not to get wet, then 
went for a deep dive whilst retrieving his tender, oh how we 
laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We then returned to Bombah Pt for a more relaxing raft up and 
beautiful sunset. Before everyone settled down, Mr President gave 
us a demonstration of his paddle board skills and an insight into his 
competitive spirit. Next time I think we should set him up an 
obstacle course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following morning, for those of us who could linger, we had a short cruise to Mungo Brush and the 
entrance to the channel to Nelson Bay.  
 
A fabulous weekend a beautiful spot, one to be returned to. 
 

Angela Munz 
Happy Dayze 

 



 

 
 

 

CRUISE REPORT 

Easter Trip Report - Lake Macquarie  

19-27 April 2019 
 
 
The weather gods smiled upon the Easter long weekend in Lake Macquarie, conditions were as close to 
perfect as you could hope for all weekend. 
 
Jan and I launched Two Can Tango on Friday afternoon. 
 
After an interesting conversation on VHF between Jan and myself, regarding the fact that I ended up on 
shore at our house and the house keys were out in the boat with Jan, we then went and rendezvoused 
with Ray and Maxine. The conversation was reported back to us as they had been monitoring channel 
72. 
 
“To The Max” and “Two Can Tango” spent the night in Browns Bay, where a suicidal Bream made my 
day. Browns Bay is a lovely, west facing anchorage surrounded by bushland, and is reminiscent of some 
of the bays on the Hawkesbury River. 
 
The following day we were joined by Ian and Judy in “Much Ado”, which is now sporting a new marlin 
board built by Ian, and a very good-looking job it is too. We were also joined by new members Garth, his 
wife Katerina and their friend Anita.  
 
Ray and Maxine were visited by boating friends, after which, we headed off for the northern end of the 
lake. 
 
Saturday night was spent moored to the wharf at Rathmines, where we were joined by Trish and Herb in 
“Herway”. This was an evening filled with hilarity.  
 
Rathmines is an interesting place, as it was the base during World War II for Australia's squadron of 
Catalina flying boats. Some of the infrastructure is still visible today. 
 
It would be appropriate at this point, for me to mention that according to Trish, the name of their boat 
"Herway" is somewhat contentious. 
 
Later that evening, Madam President prepared a bunch of toasted hot Cross buns. Our Commodore 
swooped like a ravenous seagull every time a plate appeared. 
 
This prompted a glamorous club member to nickname him as a Muffin Muncher, although others 
preferred to refer to him as a Bun Biter. There was much hilarity, possibly fuelled by ingestion of 
perhaps one or maybe two drinks of alcoholic beverages.  Only one or two though. 



 

 
 

 
Sunday saw the Mob, which now included David and Sandra Creed in “Kyrian”, head out for a cruise to 
the eastern side of the lake. Although Jan and I went home to prepare for the barbecue, we heard that 
our illustrious Commodore scarpered like a bushranger at the sight of the Water Police, leaving the rest 
to be inspected for their safety gear. Later that day everybody converged on Jan and John's place on 
Sugar Bay for a barbecue, at which two ‘boatless’ souls, (Glad and Jill) joined us.  Then a raft up for the 
night. 
 
Monday early afternoon saw us tied up to the wharf at Toronto, where a light lunch was enjoyed at a 
cafe in sight of our boats. After which we said farewell, and all headed off in our own directions. 
 
All in all, a fabulous Easter weekend with the best of weather. Thanks to Maxine and Ray 
for organising a great weekend. Welcome to Garth and Katerina, our newest members, and it was great 
to see Tricia and Herbert again. 
 

John Whittles 
Two Can Tango 
 

Jans photos!                            
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

OVERRIDE BRAKES 
 
The trailer I purchased new for Edenvale 2 years ago, was supplied with brake pads that appear to have 
had poor corrosion performance.  This is very much like the trailer wiring supplied on the trailer. 
 
As shown in the image below, the friction material has separated from the corroded disc pad. See 
second image below. 
 
Replacing the disc pads is relatively simple, the most difficult part for my trailer, was getting the wheel 
off, due to the overhang of the mudguard.  I used a jack under the chassis, and another jack under the 
axle, to position the wheel clear of the ground, but unencumbered by the mudguard. 
 
The two stainless bolts (arrowed) came out without difficulty, with the use of a socket extension, 
thereby enabling the brake assembly to be lifted free of the disc. Take care to note the orientation of 
the spacer pad (also arrowed) as this will likely fall free as the brake assembly is removed from the disc. 
 
When you reassemble the brake, ensure that the sleeve between the fixing bolt and the casting is 
adequately lubricated and free to move. 
 
As a final step, it will be necessary to adjust the stainless-steel bolt on the actuator arm. 

 

                                                                                 Max Ward   Edenvale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 “Don’t all 700’s have extended swim platforms?” 
 

Part 2 

Here is the 2nd instalment of my extended swim platform build. 

 

After successfully completing the timber work in Part 1, the next steps were: 

1. Fibreglassing 

2. Painting 

3. Anti-slip / Deck Covering 

4. Installation 

5. Trials 

6. Fitting Struts 

7. Costs 

 

1. Fibreglassing 
Using the internet, I researched the various available types of fiberglass. These maybe classified 

into 3 main types: 

- Polyester Resin 

- Very common. 

- Most production fibreglass boats use this 

- Easily sprayed with chopped glass fibres to quickly build thickness and strength. 

- Will absorb water. Requires an initial ‘gelcoat’ layer to keep fibreglass waterproof 

- Does not bond to epoxy resins 

- Cheapest form of fiberglass 

 

-   Epoxy Resin 

- Waterproof 

- More expensive than polyester 

- A lot of ‘how to’ information available on the internet 

- Can be used to bond (with fillers) timber together, make fillets etc. 

- Will bond to cured polyester and vinylester 

 

- Vinylester Resin 

- Developed to be more water resistant than polyesters but to be cheaper than epoxies 

 

As I wanted my platform to be waterproof (and I wasn’t using a gelcoat), I selected epoxy resin. 

There are many different brands of epoxy available in the market – all claiming various benefits 

over their competitors. 

 



 

 
 

The most ‘how-to’ information I found on the internet related to either the WEST system (USA) 

or the BOTE-COTE system (Australia). The most comprehensive information is provided by the 

WEST system however this information is easily used across all of the manufacturers. (If you 

ever need to do boat repairs with fibreglass, WEST publish a series of excellent, free 

downloadable books). The major difference between systems is the mix ratio of base to catalyst 

(WEST = 5:1, BOTE-COTE= 2:1), in fact, most manufacturers are different. Make sure you follow 

instructions on product labels. 

 

All manufacturers offer a range of working life (pot life) and curing times. These are 

temperature dependent. This is not really an issue in Sydney weather, but can be significant in 

more extreme range climates. WEST system offered 2 cure speeds while BOTE-COTE offered 3. 

 

Eventually I selected the BOTE-COTE system, due to it being an Australian product which also 

offered the longest work and cure time – a benefit I saw as necessary considering my novice 

glass skills and original programme encompassing the height of summer. 

 

As a bonus, I found the local NSW agent to be most knowledgeable and always ready to offer a 

helping hand about anything to do with boat building / repairs. An absolute wealth of 

information and ready to talk solutions, even if you don’t buy anything – a little bit like an old 

time hardware store (remember those?)  

 

The first step was to fill all the holes (screw heads), fillet all the internal corners into a radius 

(fibreglass doesn’t like sharp corners) and fill any gaps. This was achieved mixing the 2 part 

epoxy and a filler. This increases the viscosity of the mix. For filleting / filling it had to be like 

‘peanut butter’. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

After filling / filleting, then came sanding. Some of my work was quite rough, so lots of sanding. 

A lot of effort was saved when doing fillets by using a tongue depressor with rounded ends to 

create a cove shape.  

 

Next step was to seal the plywood. It was recommended to seal the platform with a coat of 

epoxy resin thinned with an agent to reduce the viscosity so that it improved penetration into 

the plywood, rather than just sitting on top. Not sure if this was just good marketing or not, but I 

did it. 

 

Following sealing, was the first coat of epoxy – applied with a roller and a brush for corners. 

Whilst still wet / not cured, a layer of fiberglass cloth was added, followed by another layer of 

resin, followed by another layer of cloth, followed by a final layer of resin. (Additional coats of 

resin can be added if required to fill / smooth the surface).  

 

 



 

 
 

This lay-up procedure is referred to as the ‘wet on wet’ method. This improves the quality of the 

process to ensure better adhesion between / within the layers. Waiting for individual coats to 

dry before application of the next is also possible but takes much longer, requires surface 

preparation (sanding and rinsing) between coats and is more difficult to ensure cloth is 

sufficiently ‘wetted out’ to fully encapsulate the cloth. 

 

A word about fiberglass cloth / mesh. Cloths came in a variety of thicknesses, patterns and 

densities. Generally, the thicker the cloth, the heavier it is and the more resin is needed to fully 

wet / penetrate the cloth. 

 

Actually the cloth does not add much strength unless you use a lot of layers building up the 

overall thickness. Boat hulls which are sprayed with fibres are quite thick to develop strength. As 

I used a 12mm plywood base, most of the strength was derived from the timber. The cloth and 

resin is predominately used to waterproof the timber and improve the abrasion /  impact 

resistance. 

 

As it was difficult to rotate the platform, I fibreglassed the top and vertical sides first and after 

fully curing, turned the platform and repeated the process to the underside. The underside was 

a much more time consuming process as I had to cut, shape and mould the cloth around and 

over corners and fillets. 

 

Note to all: fibreglass is messy and sticky. It requires use of lots of pairs of disposable gloves and 

scissors which you throw away when finished. A word of warning, do NOT use scissors reserved 

by the Chief Dressmaker of the house! 

 

Once epoxy was completely cured, a final check of the fitting to the boat was necessary to 

ensure nothing had ‘grown too much’ and clearances were still sufficient to fit correctly. All was 

O.K. so onto the next step. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 2) Painting 
All types of fiberglass require protection from UV light and require something to block sunlight 

(gelcoat, paint etc.) In many cases this is achieved (when using moulds) with the use of ‘gelcoat’, 

usually layered before fiberglassing commences. As I was not using gelcoat, I elected to paint my 

platform and besides, painting just looks nicer than epoxy resin and fiberglass cloth. 

 

Selection of a paint system is just as difficult as selection of a resin system. There are many 

‘marine paints’ in the market, all claiming to be the best. I finally selected  2 pack polyurethanes 

suitable for long term immersion 

– not that the platform would 

ever be fully underwater for 

long periods but hopefully it will 

outlast the boat and I won’t 

need to repaint. 

 

The products I used were from 

an Australian company called 

Norglass. They were: 

- Shipshape Primer and 

Undercoat (white) 2 coats 

- Northane Gloss (white) 

  2 coats 

These maybe applied by roller, 

brush or spray. As I did not have 

spray equipment, I used a 

combination of roller and brush. 

This produced a more than 

adequate finish considering the 

topside would be mostly 

covered and the underside 

would be rarely seen (except 

perhaps by fish). The undercoat has great filling qualities. 

 

Both paints do not need preparation between coats if recoating is achieved within 16 hours - 

otherwise sanding is required. The only difficulty I had was finding a suitable roller material. All 

materials I tried either swelled or started to deteriorate after about 40 minutes – reacting with 

the polyurethane solvents. It wasn’t too much of a problem as the platform was quite small – it 

just required a few more rollers. If using on bigger areas, spraying would be the way to go. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

3) Anti-slip / Decking 
The gloss finish of the paint is very slippery, especially when wet – not a good idea on a boat. 

Norglass also produce:  

- a deck paint  (has a rough, rubber like texture) 

- plastic microspheres ( to add to the Northane) 

I have also seen  people  who have 

used plain old sand mixed with 

paint. I didn’t like the appearance 

or texture of any of them and 

thought the textured surface 

would trap dirt. 

 

Marine carpet was not considered 

as other members who use this on 

their platforms, complain about it 

always being wet and taking a long 

time to dry. After some time on 

the internet, I found a self-

adhesive, 5mm thick EVA (ethyl 

vinyl acetate) foam ‘carpet’. It 

comes in a variety of fake, not-

very-timber like colours. I chose a 

light grey (in marketer’s speak – 

weathered teak) with black stripes. 

 

This material claims to be 100% 

waterproof and non-absorbent. It 

comes with a self-adhesive backing 

which seems to have adhered 

adequately to the gloss paint 

underneath. The product did come 

from China, so I am not so sure, 

but after 3 weeks of exposure / 

use, all seems fine. It does ‘dent’ 

(chair leg marks), however this 

recovers after a few hours. 

Selection of this material may be a bit of a gamble, but at a cost of $95 (including GST and 

freight) for a sheet 1.2m x 2.4m, I thought it was worth a go. 

 



 

 
 

4) Installation 
a) Platform 

Installation was quite straight forward. It is attached to the existing transom with 5 x M6 bolts, 

washers and nyloc nuts. Access to fixing points was very easy from inside the boat. Once fitted, 

flexible silicone sealant was used to seal new works to old. 

 

b) BBQ Handrail and Ladder 

The handrail was then fitted and marine foam was cut around feet of the rail. The ladder was 

suspended under the platform (not shown in photo) 

 
 

5) Trials 
Once fitted, now the acid test – standing / loading the platform. 

 

Initial impression was that there was some flexing, especially at outer edges / corners. Nothing 

too major, just a little bit strange having it flex approx. 5 – 8mm underfoot. 

 

First weekend out was to the Club Lake Macquarie weekend. All performed adequately. The 

platform sits out of the water similarly to other 700’s in the Club. Compared to others, the 

flexing did worry me and at one point I thought it had cracked, but this was a false alarm – just a 

long black hair. I know it wasn’t me – mine are all grey / white. 

 

After some discussion with other members, the general consensus was to fit 2 stainless steel 

struts to the underside of the platform. 



 

 
 

6) Fitting struts 
As I didn’t have a welder, I elected to make up struts from 25mm tube and canopy fittings (all stainless 

steel). After fitting struts, all is nice and stiff with all feeling of flexing gone. The strut also added 

strength to the area around the ladder mount. 

 
 

7) Costs 
Approximate costs (excluding labour) have been: 

Plywood + MDF    $195 

Timber (Tasmanian Oak)  $140 

Screws, fixings etc.   $35 

Epoxy resin, filler and tools  $263 

Fibreglass cloth and tapes  $104 

EVA ‘Carpet’    $95 

Tube struts and fittings   $80 

Sealant     $35 

Paint and consumables   $150     

Total   $1,097 

 

In summary, an interesting project without too many problems and I saved around $4,000 on 

purchasing one and having it fitted. Final weight (excluding BBQ rail and ladder) was 31.5 Kgs 

The only real issue is that now I need shade! Watch this space about fitting a canopy……. 

Hope this has been of interest to a few. 

 

Ian and Judy 

“Much Ado” 

May 2019 



 

 
 

 
An idea for the ‘out-boarders’ amongst us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

                                      WHITTLEY CLUB NSW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 

MONTH DATES EVENT MEETING PLACE CONTACT 

January 26th-28th Australia Day 
Nelsons Bay 

Soldiers Point David Creed 
0428 688 024 

February 9th-10th Sussex Inlet Chris Creek Phil Haworth 
0408 671 684 

March 8th-9th Myall Lakes Narong John Whittles 
0457 843 073 

April 19th-27th Easter & Anzac 
Lake Macquarie 

TBA Ray Mantle 
0418 292 512 

May 25th-26th Hawkesbury Castle Bay Ian Franklin        
0412 393 475 

June 8th-10th Long Weekend  
Wisemans Ferry ????? 

TBA Looking for new trip leader due 
to Ray’s hospitalisation 

July 6th-7th Xmas in July Dooleys at Silverwater Maxine Mantle  
 0419 015 092 

August 3rd Boat Show TBA Maxine Mantle     0419 015 092 
John Whittles         0457 843 073 

September 13th-14th 
TBA 

Shoalhaven 
Murray River  Sept- Oct 

Greenwell Point Brenton Whitwell  0407 928 685 
Garry Baglin            0419 462 237 

October  5th-7th Long Weekend 
Sydney Harbour 

TBA TBA 

November 9th-10th AGM  
Akuna Bay 

Castle Bay Maxine Mantle 
0419 015 092 

December TBA Xmas Party Port Hacking Colin Gatley 
0418 675 748 

 


