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The President’s Post   
 

 

 

 

Greetings Members, 

 
 

Well members once more another AGM approaches just a couple of things I’d like to mention. 
Last year the committee decided at my suggestion to poll the members for their opinions of 
trips for the future year and then compile a list of trips based on the results of these polls. 

 
As I may have mentioned last month, following feedback from various club members, it’s been 
decided to go back to the old method of setting the trip calendar at the AGM. This year we will 
be restricted in the time that we have been given access to the venue for the meeting so we 
will need to use time efficiently. I ask you all to think about where you would like to go on club 
trips next year and have your suggestions ready to present at the meeting. 

 
Leading a club trip is not only easy but rewarding, we always need trip leaders to put their hand 
up at the AGM and if anyone is considering leading their first trip remember there is any 
number of members with experience doing this who would be prepared to mentor. 

 
I am looking forward to attending more club trips next year than I was able to last year. Once 
again thank you to all the club members who have said kind things to me about my tenure on 
the committee. 

. 

 
 
 

Happy Boating 
John Whittles 
Club President. 
 
 



 

 
 

FROM THE COMMODORE’S DESK 

 

.  

Hello Members, 

 

WOW where has this year gone, it has been a bit of an up and down year with our trips. I would 

like to thank those that attended and the leaders who assisted in making them to be a 

memorable outing. 

It is not a very nice feeling to return to your trailers only to find they have been vandalised.  I 

have just purchased a new trailer and I am trying to make it very hard for them to steal 

anything from it. I have purchased locking nuts for my wheels, Hydra star, spare wheel and 

winch post. These bolts can be purchased on line, they are Light Force Locking Bolts and Nuts 

they require a special tool to remove them BUT IF THEY WANT IT THEY WILL NEED TO TAKE THE 

LOT. 

To the new members who have joined us welcome and we are looking forward to catching up 

with you on the water soon.  Also if you have any questions or need any assistance please feel 

free to call me. 

AGM weekend, Maxine & I hopefully will be in Castle Bay waiting for you to arrive and then 

cruise around to Akuna Bay Saturday morning. Have your ropes ready for a great raft up and 

safe and enjoyable night. Maxine tells me there are still vacancies for the AGM. 

I am deeply sorry that President John is stepping down this year, it has been great working with 

you John this past year, and hopefully you will return in the near future. 

This year we will be going back to organising the trips at the AGM, so if you have any ideas 

please bring them to the meeting, and for those unable to go to the AGM please email me with 

your ideas before the meeting, SO put your thinking caps on. Maybe we might have a 4x4 wheel 

drive weekend.  

 

Ray Mantle 

Commodore 



 

 
 

CRUISE REPORT  

Shoalhaven Weekend 

HIGHLY STRUNG & GIGI 3 

 

                              
 
Phil and Silva met Jill and Glad at Greenwell Point boat ramp Friday 12 noon 
and we were all takers for fish and chips at the award winners at Greenwell Point. 
 
It was then upriver to Broughton Creek, navigating a low bridge between 
farms and rolling mountains for a great night. 
  



 

 
 

Never been to Shoalhaven before and Jill and I were so happy to have Phil and 
Silva show us around the water ways. 
 
Saturday was a top start, under Nowra Bridge, past the Zoo and Adventure Park, 
to a sandy part of the Shoalhaven River for lunch and drinks. Glad braved the 
water so clean and inviting.  
 
We got to know a few landmarks.  
 
Dinner was at the Greenwell Point Bowling Club. Phil looking after us girls, with a safe and easy  
raft up, pre-dinner drinks and good Chinese. Top with a good bottle of red and a good night 
sleep. 
 

 
 
 
 BROUGHTON CREEK IN ALL 
IT’S SPLENDOR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday started well.   
 
We picked up Silva and Phil’s Son Glen and wife Emma and little Archie. 
 
While we were waiting, Jill fancied a fish, out went the line and on jumped a flathead, 
 
Big shock as Glad was so slow getting the bucket it got away. Not happy. 
 
It was off to the Shoalhaven Heads for lunch and a swim for Glad, then dropped 
off the guests.  
 
We could not resist going back to our night anchor.  
 



 

 
 

So out went Jill’s line again, and yes she got another fish, Phil to the rescue scaled and filleted 
Jill’s fish. Jill gets ready to cook her catch knocks the new fry pan overboard, 
 
Not to worry Glads bought two. Only on the stove for 5minutes and over 
goes the second fry pan. Silva kindly offered her fry pan to cook the catch. 
 
Jill not contented with two fry pans, the bolt for the bait board went next, 
and then the fish glug, so we will be shopping. 
 

                                         
 
 
 
 
   SMILES FOR DINNER 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Monday, mid-morning, back at Greenwell Point Boat Ramp, Highly Strung and Gi GI 3 up safe 
and dry before the southerly hit. 
 
Big breakfast at the café with bacon and egg rolls. 
 
 

 
                                                   HAPPY BOATIES 
 
 
Glad and Jill say a big thank you to Phil and Silva for a wonderful and enjoyable weekend. 

 

Gladys Glindeman 

  



 

 
 

CRUISE REPORT  

Sydney Harbour October Long Weekend 

4th -7th October 2019 

 

Friday morning saw Michael in Marie Christine with good intensions to head off early and 

launch at Wharf Road for a bit of fishing. However, this did not happen! Instead Michael met up 

with Roger at the ramp and they launched both boats.  

The weather was good to start, but the wind picked up and by noon it became pretty blowie.  

On the Parramatta River, Marie Christine followed Athena on a trip down memory lane (Kissing 

Point and around Morrison Bay and Glades Bay). We threw a line or two but the wind picked up 

so we pulled the anchor and went on to raft up near Sydney Rowing Club for a bite to eat 

where we were protected from the wind.  

As we were having lunch, John and Jan in Two Can Tango were launching their boat and made 

their way to our location. John showed us his talent in acrobatics by nearly falling in the water 

while passing the rope to Roger at the bow. Image John’s legs tangled up in the rails, bent 

backward holding on to the rails of Marie Christine in very windy conditions, while Roger was 

trying to bring the bow in and Michael holding the stern. It was funny at the time but seriously 

we are gland that John did not get hurt.  Roger hasn’t stopped reminding me of his bruises and 

his back pain (as usual all Michael fault). 

After lunch, around 3pm, we broke the raft, Roger went and picked up Athena from Burwood 

ramp, as she managed to finish work early.  Michael and John headed for Black Wattle Bay, 

where GiGi and Glissando were saving the spot for our raft up for the evening. Once Roger and 

Athena arrived everyone landed on Two Can Tango and partied till the late hours. 

Saturday was packed with lots of excitement. After breakfast everyone was getting ready to go 

to the Fish Market to buy the supplies of seafood for lunch and dinner and pick up Diana who 

was catching public transport.  Then Michael appeared half naked, covered in soap from head 

to toe screaming he had no water. The water pump in the bilge had given up the ghost. Nothing 

could be done until Michael got dressed! He dried himself off, dressed but smelt like a soap 

factory. Marie Christine then took everyone to the fish market to buy their seafood.  When 

Diana arrived Athena gave her the bad news. Marie Christine has no toilet and no fresh water.  

All Michael could hear was “TURN AROUND I AM GOING HOME”!!! 

  



 

 
 

After lunch Roger in the good ship Athena took the ladies to Birkenhead Point for some 

shopping while Michael stayed behind and with help from John managed to get the pump going 

temporarily. Later that afternoon we all made our way to Sugarloaf Bay and met up with Angela 

and Alex in Happy Daze and rafted up for the night and party time commenced on the good 

ship Marie Christine. 

Sunday morning after breakfast John, in Two Can Tango, took 8 of us to Manly and 

demonstrated how well and powerful his new Volvo Penta engine performed by going on the 

plane with such ease (Very Impressive).  Michael wants one!  As there was nowhere to dock at 

Manly, John tendered all of us across to Manly Beach for a look around and coffee. After 

returning to the raft, we lazed the afternoon away. In the evening some of us watched the NRL 

grand finals, while other went drinking in GiGi’s boat. 

Monday morning after breakfast, it was time for Marie Christine to make her way home after 

saying our goodbyes to John, who looked after us so well and made the weekend so enjoyable. 

Thanks John. 

 

 

Michael Filacouridis 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Battery Tips 
Want a quick way to understand how much charge you have in your ‘deep cycle’ batteries? 

Here is a handy method for determining the state of charge of your battery by measuring the voltage. 

Below are two tables for the most common types of battery used on our boats. 

- First table is for ‘wet’ or ‘flooded’ lead acid batteries. 

- The second table is for ‘AGM’ (Absorbed Glass Mat). These are sometimes referred to as ‘unspillable’. 

When measuring, all loads should be switched off, motor off and any solar cells disconnected/covered. 

(Thanks to RTM and Jaycar catalogues for this information). 

 

(Wet / Flooded / Lead Acid) 

 
 

(AGM Battery) 

 

 

Depth of Discharge (DOD%) 

The amount you discharge your ‘deep cycle’ batteries between recharging, will determine the overall life of the 

batteries. Generally, 

- the more you discharge the batteries, the shorter the life. 

- the less you discharge the batteries, the longer the life. 

More on this to follow another day, however as a rule of thumb, try not to discharge your batteries below 80% 

capacity. Occasional discharge to 50% capacity is OK however, constantly doing this will shorten the life of your 

battery. 



 

 
 

 

THE HISTORY OF A WHITTLEY MOTOR 

REPLACEMENT  
 

At 17 years old and with 700 hours of engine time, I felt that the Mercruiser 5 litre 260 hp raw 

water cooled motor with a Bravo 2 leg that was fitted to Two Can Tango had a limited future. 

I have agonised over replacing the motor for some time. 

Replace now or wait for the Big Bang? New motor and leg? Or just a new motor? Mercruiser or 

Volvo Penta? Duo or single propeller? V8 or would a lighter V6 suffice. 

And as well who to supply and install? 

Wow questions, questions,questions! 

 

At the last two Sydney Boat shows I had discussions with the Service Manager, Chris Quintano 

from Fenquin of Ingleburn, they are NSW distributors for Volvo. Chris offered to visit my boat at 

home here on Lake Macquarie to ascertain the feasibility of fitting a 240 hp V6. 

My initial plan was to have Fenquin do the exchange as I had heard good reports of them. Chris 

however suggested a local alternative and it was arranged for a visit at my home and on that 

occasion I was introduced to Tim Pettit from Endevour Marine at Marmong Point Marina. 

As a result of a strong recommendation from Chris I chose to go with Tim this would also have 

the advantage of not having to take the boat to Sydney for follow up service. 

 

Chris also suggested the 280hp motor was a better choice. Discussions with a club member who 

has a Volvo powered boat elicited the comment “I never heard anyone say it could use a little 

less power” so 280hp it was to be. 

 

After many discussions with the Minister For Finance the decision was made. 

The plan was to put the existing motor and leg up for sale whilst it was still running well and 

replace with a 4.3 litre Volvo Penta V6 280hp unit. 

 

My existing motor sold promptly on Gumtree and the die was cast. 

 

Why a smaller V6 and not a Mercruiser V8? The Volvo unit I chose had 20hp more than my 5 

litre V8 but was over 50kg lighter. I wanted a fresh water cooled motor which the Volvo is and 

unlike the Mercruiser even the manifolds and risers are fresh water cooled. My Mercruiser 

motor had a sump/oil pan made of pressed steel, this can need replacement as it will rust on 



 

 
 

the outside if you get salt water in your bilge whereas the Volvo has a cast aluminium oil pan. 

Also the Volvo unit is a newer design with variable camshaft timing to increase the low rev 

torque and the top end performance and Supposedly fuel economy. 

Also Mercury had discontinued the 5 litre motor and I would have had to go to a larger capacity 

motor. 

 

HOW WELL DID THE CHANGEOVER GO? 

 

 

 

Tim suggested two days to do the job and due to problems with the marina’s fork lift which was 

needed for engine lifting it took three days. 

 

Tim rang me on a number of occasions just to keep me updated and was more than happy to 

have me onboard for commissioning.  

  



 

 
 

Altogether a pretty happy stressless result. 

Tim gave me an estimate of fitting costs and his bill was reasonably close to his estimate. All in 

all I pretty happy.  

Tim is a Volvo agent as well as a Mercruiser dealer club members in the Newcastle area could 

do a lot worse than use Endeavour Marine for their boat servicing. 

 

 

 

The only real glitch was that the Volvo unit is 38 mm higher than the Mercruiser, this was 

calculated by Chris in advance and Tim organised for a shipwright to inspect the boat at home 

and give an estimate to raise the engine box and associated seats. His estimate was in the 

vicinity of $2000. 



 

 
 

 

 

A fellow club member Bob Lily had experienced similar problems with his engine swap and 

kindly shared photos with me of his solution. 

 

Armed with this knowledge it cost me a couple of days fiddling and about $40 to solve. 

 

INITIAL IMPRESSIONS 

The V6 is a much better fit than the V8. The sea water pump impeller replacement appears now 

a 10 minute job due to vastly improved access to the front of the motor and access to the bilge 

and bilge pump is also improved 100%. 

 

THINGS THAT I DON’T ALTOGETHER LIKE 

I don’t like that there is no inboard reservoir for the drive unit oil. 

Likewise The tilt and trim motor and pump is mounted outboard in a similar fashion to an 

outboard motor. 

I am concerned about debris clogging the heat exchanger and am investigating a strainer for 

the sea water. 



 

 
 

 

WHAT DID IT COST? 

With what I got for my old power plant and the cost of the new unit and fitting I am 

approximately $23,000 out of pocket. Less than I expected. 

 

HOW DOES IT PERFORM? 

 

AWESOME! 

 

It’s early days yet as I am limited by the engine break in recommendations but 

coming up on the plane no longer results in the bow pointing sky woods until over the hump, I 

am informed this is due to the Duo Prop. 

The acceleration is amazing I did not expect this. I was concerned that the smaller capacity 

motor would lack sufficient engine torque particularly on take off. 

As a result the extra acceleration and my unfamiliarity with the feel of the throttle has caused 

the wife to disappear towards the stern on a couple of occasions. This has earned me some 

rather disappointing comments about my boat handling skills. 

Ahhh married life. 

With hindsight though, me yelling WOO HOO probably didn’t help. 

 

The engine spins about 500rpm more for a given boat speed that did the Mercruiser but the 

WOT rpm is higher at 6000 rpm. Noise levels seem about the same as the Mercruiser, 

possibility a little quieter at moderate speeds and also possibly a little louder at higher 

revolutions. But the difference could be imaginary. It’s hard to tell. 

 

I wrote the previous part of this article before the long weekend. 

 

We have now spent the last four days on the water. The motor performed flawlessly and 

whereas the Mercruiser seemed to work hard to get up on the plane with five adults on board 

the Volvo effortlessly reached planning speed with eight adults on board. Whether this is the 

motor or the duo prop leg I couldn’t say but it was pretty impressive. 

 

I will have a bit to say about fuel economy when I know more but first impressions appear good. 

 

 

 

John & Jan Whittles    



 

 
 

Trip Ideas 
 

Some suggestions for events. 

In no particular order or preference – for consideration / discussion at AGM 

 
 

1. Manly Quarantine Station 

- On site accommodations and/or a few (limited) moorings in front 

- Several food options including self-cater 

- Historic location, ghost tours 

- Something a “little different” 

 

2. Bowral / Moss Vale  

- Picturesque location 

- Cricket Museum 

- Markets 

 

3. Lovedale Long Lunch 

- 16 – 17 May 2020 

- Bus hire from Sydney with pick-ups Lake Macquarie and Hunter on the way 

- Run our own itinerary in lieu of the Lovedale Buses 

 

4. 4WD - Southern Highlands including Wombeyan Caves 

- Possible accommodation in Mittagong or Berrima 

 

5. Other ideas / suggestions?   

Feel free to bring your ideas to the AGM 

 

   



 

 
 

                                      WHITTLEY CLUB NSW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 revised 01.11.2019 

MONTH DATES EVENT MEETING PLACE CONTACT 
January 26

th
-28

th
 Australia Day 

Nelsons Bay 
Soldiers Point David Creed 

0428 688 024 

February 9
th

-10
th

 Sussex Inlet Chris Creek Phil Haworth 
0408 671 684 

March 8
th

-9
th

 Myall Lakes Narong John Whittles 
0457 843 073 

April 19
th

-27
th

 Easter & Anzac 
Lake Macquarie 

 Ray Mantle 
0418 292 512 

May 25
th

-26
th

 Hawkesbury Castle Bay Ian Franklin        
0412 393 475 

June 8
th

-10
th

 Long Weekend Lake Macquarie  

July 6
th

-7
th

 Xmas in July Dooleys at Silverwater Maxine Mantle  
 0419 015 092 

August 3
rd

 Boat Show Dinner Brazza Churrascaria – Darling Quarter Maxine Mantle     0419 015 092 

September 13
th

-14
th

 
TBA 

Shoalhaven 
Murray River  Sept- Oct 

Greenwell Point 
Murray trip postponed until 2020 due to 
lack of water 

Brenton Whitwell  0407 928 685 
Garry Baglin            0419 462 237 

October  5
th

-7
th

 Long Weekend 
Sydney Harbour 

Blackwattle Bay John Whittles 
0457 843 073 

November 9
th

-10
th

 AGM  
Akuna Bay 

Castle Bay (Friday 8
th

) 
AGM @Akuna Bay (Saturday 9

th
) 

Maxine Mantle 
0419 015 092 

November 
Organised by Melbourne 
Whittley Club 

Sun 17th - Tues 19
th

 
Tue 19

th
 - Sat 23

rd
  

Myall Lakes 
Nelson Bay 

Narong 
Soldiers Point 

Maxine Mantle 
0419 015 092 

December 7
th

-8
th

  
TBC 

Xmas Party Port Hacking Colin Gatley 
0418 675 748 

February / March 2020 
Please contact Melbourne 
Whittley Club.  

27
th

 Feb – 1
st

 March 
2020 

Whittley Regatta 2020 Port Phillip Bay - Melbourne https://melbournewhittleycruisercl
ub.com.au/regatta-2020 

 

https://melbournewhittleycruiserclub.com.au/regatta-2020
https://melbournewhittleycruiserclub.com.au/regatta-2020

