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The President’s Post
Ahoy Members,

I hope you are all well and safe during this COVID-19 pandemic. As you are no doubt aware, it has severely affected
both the Club calendar and personal boating alike. There is some hope things will start to improve with a gradual
lifting of restrictions.
As of last week, ‘local’ recreational boating is again permissible for groups up to a maximum of 10 people provided
social distancing rules are followed on-board and at the boat ramp. This means you need 4m2 of space per person
on board and also keep 1.5m from each other (the area / distance rules do not apply if you are from the same family
living together). Overnight stays on-board are also now allowed and fishing is not a pre-requisite to be able to use
your boat
Although this will now give us some freedom to go boating again ‘locally’, official Club events are still suspended as
we would not be able to comply with the rules as a Group. However, this does not prohibit Members from boating
‘locally’ as individuals. If you happen to come across another boat with like- minded individuals, there is nothing to
stop you from visiting them providing of course, you follow the applicable rules.
(And now for my continuing rant regarding bureaucrats – all this information was available in a single page on the
Maritime website as of Saturday morning (16/5/20). Sometime over the weekend, it has now been changed so that
you need to find 3 different websites to assemble all of the information – just to be able to make an informed
decision).
I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter and look forward to seeing greater relaxation of restrictions such that
are able to resume ‘normal’ Club activities. Until then, please continue to check the Maritime and NSW Government
websites to keep up to date on any applicable rules and regulations.
Most importantly, please continue to keep safe and well.
Best wishes to you, your family and loved ones.
Happy and safe boating,
Ian Franklin,
President
Whittley Club NSW Inc.

P.S. Just announced by the State Government, recreational and holiday travel restrictions to be removed 01 June
2020, thus removing ‘local’ requirements. At time of writing, social distancing and maximum group of 10 people are
still applicable, so still some time before we recommence Group activities

SECETARY REPORT

This morning I opened my emails and,

‘YAHOO!’
we can now go out onto the water, still keeping the Social Distancing rule.
During the lock down we, like many others have caught up with some chores around the house or been
‘moving house’. Hope everything went smoothly for you, Max & Margaret.
Our 20th Birthday celebration will now be held in November. During my stay at home, I have contacted a
couple of venues and hopefully will get some update shortly. Given that we are now able to socialise to an
extent, let’s hope they open the restrictions by November.
I have also scavenged through the minutes book sign in pages from the AGM’s and old telephone lists of
club members. At this stage I have just on 200 former and present members (now to find addresses).
Possible thoughts on this is that we hold this celebration on the weekend of the AGM.
As you are all well aware 2022 is our turn to host the Bi Annual Rally, and at this stage we are looking at
Lake Macquarie and the new Marina at Trinity Point to have as our safe haven and celebrations on the
evenings. This will also be confirmed soon. As soon as we get back to normal meetings, we will start
having our Rally meetings.
Stay safe and tuned in for further updates on the events coming up.

Maxine
Secretary.

SUSSEX INLET CRUISE
After a fabulous week in Melbourne rally, we head to Mallacoota for a few days cruising the beautiful lakes with 6
members of our club. Then, time to leave Mallacoota and head to Sussex Inlet.
We arrived at Sussex on the Tuesday. Jacqui & Brenton Whitwell had been kind enough to allow us to store To The
Max there for a couple of days so we could head to Penrith for some family time.
Ray & I caught up with Palace, Highly Strung, Two Can Tango & Roxanne rafted up in Chris Creek. After a calm night,
Sunday saw us head out to the Basin and cruise up the Wandandian River for the night. Monday, after we put the
boats on the trailers, it was time to have a picnic of fresh fish & chips in the park before heading for home.

Maxine
To The Max

To the Max
And unidentified participant?

A swim at Little Manly
Phil and Silva,
Jackie and Brenton

Sunset, overnight stay at Chris
Creek

Out for dinner, Ray and
Jackie (camped at Chris Creek)

Ray and Maxine, the marine
taxi arrives (John)

Dinner at Sussex Inlet Bowling Club

Sussex Marine

Police – perhaps a rescue?

More Police

John (aka Alexander Downer) with too much
time on his hands

Swan Bay

Raft up at Swan Bay

Mallacoota post regatta cruise
Some lucky members of the New South Wales Whittley Club were treated to a guided tour of the Mallacoota lake
system.
The members were:Ray and Maxine Mantle
Michael Filacouridis
Phil and Silva Haworth
Bruce Lynch
John & Jan Whittles
Stuart and Robyn Best joined in on the trip for the last three days.

The trip was led by Peter and Audrey Nicolopoulos, it would be hard to imagine better informed and more gracious
trip leaders than Peter and Audrey.
The road trip from Melbourne to Mallacoota was uneventful but the extent of the bushfire damage was really
saddening to see.
After overnighting at the caravan park in Orbost We travelled by road to Mallacoota where we launched our boats
about midday on Wednesday after a shopping trip to stock up on groceries and fuel during which three of our
skippers had an unfortunate interaction with a supersalesman who manage to sell us each a prawn net. Said prawn
nets all made it safely back to Sydney still wrapped up in their plastic bags.
Our vehicles were parked securely in the backyard of one of Peter’s contacts.
Peter ferried us between the secure parking and our boats.
Once on the water we headed out through some tightly marked channels onto the lake.
There is a Quirk in the Australian personality, that is if people are not having a go at you then they don’t like you.
In that spirit, and I hope that our fellow Melbourne Whittley Club Members get to read this. It would appear that
Peter Nicolopoulos has some difficulty interpreting the meaning of a Starbord marker, his difficulty almost led to a
number of boats converting themselves into ploughs. I would like to point out that my reporting of Peter’s problem
is in no way related to the fact that he published a picture of me with an umbrella, in the rain, wearing budgie
smugglers in his clubs newsletter.
For those of you who have not experienced the facilities that Victorian boaties enjoy, the lake was dotted with many
jetties suitable for an overnight mooring. Sadly a number of these jetties had been damaged in the recent bushfires
nevertheless fortunately many others survived unscathed.
We spent our first night tied up to the jetty at Cemetery Bight.
After a beautiful nights sleep on glassy water we woke the next day to quite ordinary weather with lots of rain and
low cloud, the decision was made to enjoy each other’s company and stay on the jetty for another day and night.
The following morning our overnight stop was visited by a couple of large goannas it was good to see that they had
survived the bushfires.

That morning Phil, Silva, Bruce and myself took a stroll through the bush to the historic cemetery where lie of the
remains of early pioneers and gold miners from the district. Once amongst the scrub on the walk, the mosquitoes
were intense.
Friday morning saw us cruising the lakes and investigating little bays and other jetties. Days end found us anchored
for the night at a tiny little village called Gypsy Point complete with its own lovely jetty. Jan and I were pleasantly
surprised to meet up with a local character by the name of Rumbottle. Some five or so years ago Jan and I drove into
Gypsy point in our caravan where we met and were invited on board the boat owned by Rumbottle. He is a pleasant
chap with encyclopaedic knowledge of things general and he thoroughly enjoys a good chat, something he spent
quite a bit of time doing with the entire Whittley group.
The following morning which was Saturday we cruised the lakes some more stopping at Karbethong Jetty to top up
water then headed back up through the narrows to spend the night at the jetty on Alan’s head.
Whilst tying up the boat for the night Audrey was being her usual energetic helper on the dock when she slipped on
the remains of many jellyfish that some person had left behind, Fortunately, although it was a pretty hard fall,
Audrey is one of these wonderfully resilient people who simply rubbed the sore spot and carried on.
Allen’s Head jetty saw some of our members have some success fishing, I was one of the lucky ones who, after some
advice from Michael, I caught dinner. Unlike most of the fish I have caught in the past, this one didn’t come complete
with a suicide note. Perhaps there is hope for me as a fisherman yet.
Sunday, after a relaxed morning start saw more lake cruising and then we headed back to Mallacoota where Bruce
Phil and myself put our boats back on the trailers.
That evening the entire group were driven in the club’s courtesy bus to the Mallacoota bowling club where we had a
most enjoyable dinner.
At this point in the trip Stuart and Robyn had joined us.
As Bruce, Phil and Silver, Jan and I were going homebound the next day we spent the night sleeping in our boats on
the trailers at the boat ramp. I was expecting a council ranger to tell us there was no camping on the boat ramp and I
had already made up my mind to explain I wasn’t camping I was just waiting for first light so I could launch.
Fortunately, my inventive tales weren’t needed.
Monday morning saw the homebound travellers off. Peter and Audrey then led Stuart and Robyn, as well as Ray and
Maxine and Michael out onto the lake for a couple more days but that’s a tale for another narrator.
Once again thanks to Peter and Audrey for your patience, your good cheer, your organisational ability and giving up
your time to share your waterways with us.
And thanks to the other participants on the trip for their friendship.

John & Jan Whittles

Sunset on our first evening at Mallacoota

Fisheries dropped in for a chat

Phil Haworth having a swim in the rain

Cruising to see the fire damage. One of the
many jetties burnt out, leaving no access for
camping,BBQ’s or mooring up for the night.

Rafting up for the night

Gypsy Point

Michael back from fishing

Nibblies on Gypsy Point jetty

Rafted up at another jetty

Michael is still our best fisherman

Whittleys lined up for
water

Pretty scenery, not burnt out

UP WITH SUNRISE READY TO LEAVE!

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Some months ago I wrote an article regarding the replacement motor in our boat.
I mentioned that when I had some realistic data, I would report on the new motors fuel consumption.
Highly Strung and Two can tango both did all four trips at the Melbourne Regatta, albeit on different days. Both
boats were refuelled at the same time and I carried two extra passengers on two of the cruises.
Highly Strung used $280 of fuel and Two Can Tango used $190 worth.
I still feel the Volvo makes more noise than the Mercruiser but this is hard to quantify.
For some while now (motor hours 55) I have felt the Volvo to be more economical. These figures bear this out.

John Whittles

BEARING BUDDIES
There is a lot of miss-information in existence about bearing buddies.
You can have a look on the Internet and you will find conflicting points of view.
The two most common misconceptions are:1. The bearing buddy is not sealed and therefore it will allow water into the bearings.
2. Overfilling the bearing buddy with grease will cause failure of the inner grease seal on the axle.
It is appropriate for me to say at the moment I am a huge fan of bearing buddies I am still running the original Chinese
bearings that were on the trailer when I bought it from John Shearer over five years ago.
I know bearing buddies are not for everyone because they do lead to messy trailer wheels caused by excess grease
leaking past the piston. The bearing buddy is designed to allow this leakage to prevent over pressure damaging the
rear seal. This leakage often occurs on long trips when the axle hubs heat up.
The concept behind bearing buddies is that you pump sufficient grease into them to maintain compression of the
spring which in turn maintains pressure on the grease in the bearing body and thus stops the ingress of water.
For bearing buddies to work effectively, you must check before launching or retrieving, that there is sufficient grease in
the bearing buddies to cause the piston spring to be compressed. Failure to do so WILL allow the ingress of water.
This IS NOT a defect in the bearing buddy but OPERATOR ERROR.
This necessitates carrying a grease gun with you and being prepared to add a little grease if necessary, prior to
launching EVERY TIME. This fact alone is sufficient to put most people off, but I prefer adding grease at launching to
replacing wheel bearings.

I enclose the following article which is factual.

I realise and respect that everyone has their own opinion and preferences and for some of the reasons I have
mentioned here, bearing buddies are not for everyone.
I submit this article not to convince you to use bearing buddies but to give you accurate information which will enable
you to make whatever decision you deem appropriate for yourself.

John Whittles

SWINGAWAY DRAWBAR

During April, Margaret and I left our Wollongong home of 34 years to become residents of an apartment in
Gordon.
Why, to be more centrally located to our 4 children and their families.
A side benefit, being closer to the beautiful Kuringai waterway.
One of the issues is parking your toy, and one of the rules for parking on the street is 7.5m maximum
length…
So, a trip to Bold trailers,

Unexpectedly, we were offered a backyard in
Wahroonga to park the boat, magic!
Nether the less, the shorter drawbar has made the
trailer far less intrusive in the backyard than it would
have been.
All seems to work well.
Cost was $1400, including a swing away 8” dolly
wheel. The work was carried out as promised.

The only downside of the whole process was
having to watch Christian back the trailer into the
Bold Trailers yard, off a busy road.
Amazing, but does nothing for your personal
ego about being able to back trailers!

MAX WARD

THE BUSHFIRE DAMAGE
AT MALLACOOTA

House burnt to the ground

House next door not touched

Locals at the jetty

And to finish off little note from Colin Gatley
keeping himself amused during the lockdown!

On a lighter note, see pic of my “water hit”. Our boat is still in “dry dock” so took “my yacht” for a sail.
Had a mate do the sails for me. The CEFYC stands for Collie E Flower Yacht Club.
Below that, luckily now faded, is “Capt Kayos” (a bit hurtfull that).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020
2020
January

DATES
31st

Angela

0410 391 734/ Ian

Australia Day

Grays Point

Garry

0419 462 237

Hawkesbury

Waratah Bay

Ray

0418 292 512

27 – 1

Melbourne Rally

Melbourne

Maxine

0419 015 092

14th 15th

Jervis Bay

Myola Boat Ramp

Garry

0419 462 237

10th 11th 12th 13th

Lake Macquarie

Ray

0418 292 512

8th & 9th
th

April

CONTACT

Black Wattle Bay

th

25 26 & 27th

March

MEETING PLACE

Sydney Harbour

th

February

EVENT

(NOTE: events in red are cancelled)

st

May

16th & 17th

Lovedales Long Lunch

Hunter Valley

Sandra

0418 688 024

June

6th 7th 8th

Vivid

Sydney Harbour

Roger

0410 582 133

July

11th & 12th

Whittley Club NSW Birthday
Celebration

TBA

Lea

0418 484 198

Maxine

0419 015 092

30th

Boat Show Dinner

Cockle Bay

Ian

0412 393 475

September

12th 13th

Shoalhaven

Greenwell Point

Phil H

0408 671 684

October/Long
Weekend

3rd 4th 5th

Manning River

John W

0457 843 073

November

14th 15th

AGM

Maxine

0419 015 092

Club Birthday Celebration

Ian

0412 393 475

Georges River

Gladys

0432 500 089

August

December

12th 13th

Castle Lagoon

